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fragile borders: let Palestinians call it a "state™ or an "empire™ it makes
no difference. In the context of this intensive summary we realize that
their maps with their borders and security arrangements that had been
prepared in the Israeli Chief of Staff department are no more than a
political bargain offered to the Palestinians with a content of a
provisional  state with a self-rule as its ceiling and devoid of all
constituents in return for disclaiming the West Bank, Jerusalem and the
right of return for the refugees.

The Palestinians are left to accept or refuse this deal: If they refuse it,
the occupation state will go ahead. It will provide the desired
justification for the occupation State to proceed with completing its
schemes, designs, settlements, Walls, all aiming at plundering and
Judaizing the land and the holy city forever and ever. In the face of this
serious strategic threat, the Palestinians are in need of a responsible,
serious, real Arab and international support, stand, profundity and
appeal at a time they first and foremost, need their internal national
solid unity and a political scheme, with clear-cut features, contents,
guidelines and objectives.
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, the American envoy George
Mitchell that the borders will be demarcated according the security
arrangements. He also declared that Israel holds on to three
foundations for holding agreements, which are: implementing the
Israeli security arrangements, the Palestinian recognition of Israel as a
State for the Jews, and that this agreement should form the end to the
Conflict. Netanyahu had assured on 27/7/2010 among other things that
"it is of the utmost importance that peace should be supported by
security,” which means the control of the Jordan Valley and the
exchange of lands in the West Bank, especially the north eastern parts,
as "defensible boundaries" as already described by Yigal Alon.

The occupation State links vehemently, organically, and strategically
the cancerous settlement project, the separation wall, annexation,
Judaization, border demarcation, security arrangements, with the future
of the Palestinian State. And according to the Israeli army's maps, the
Israelis will continue to overlook the border crossings with Jordan and
in the harbors and airports and the Palestinian-Israeli borders will not
be specified and work will go on in pursuant to the economic
settlements, civil and security co-operation systems in its present state.
In Israel, they are seemingly mapping out their boundaries and those of
the "State of Palestine” in conformity with their documents, maps and
culture. So what do these documents, maps and culture which,
according to the Israeli viewpoint, constitute the basis to the
negotiating process, say especially that the occupation State links
vehemently, organically and strategically the cancerous settlement
project, the Separation Wall, annexation, Judaization, border
demarcation, security arrangements with the future of the Palestinian
State.

The essence of the documents of demarcation and security arrangemnts
shows that the occupation State wants a "Stateless State™ for the
Palestinian people, a State that is no more than “a protectorate” under
the Israeli sovereignty, a disarmed state with no army protecting its
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Israel will be established in the Jordan Valley in accordance with the
broader explication to this concept'.

And now from Rabin to Shamir, who declared in December 1988 that
"we will not for sure make any pullout from the territory", and vowing
that "the Palestinians will never attain a Palestinian State whether
through negotiations or through force, and the idea of establishing a
Palestinian State is utterly unpalatable. This will never occur.”

He made clear that "the Israeli forces will remain deployed in their
allocated places, and no substantial change will take place in the
territory”. Sharon, as others, has nothing ahead but the framework
agreement of " the autonomy for the Palestinians” and the formula of
"the unilateral withdrawal " assuring in an interview with the
newspaper Ha'artz on 14/4/2005 that " Israel must control the Jordan
Valley area from the mountains overlooking it." General Barak, in his
turn did not lag behind when he announced that "the demarcation of
the borders should be consistent with the security and demographic
considerations so that the settlements blocs in the territory remain
under lIsraeli control, besides, the Jewish State should have a Jewish
majority".

Olmert also, the former Israeli Prime Minister declared that "the
eastern borders of the State of Israel and the control of the Jordan
Valley can never be abandoned”. Out of this Israeli unanimity as
regards the borders and security theory came Netanyahu, who is
considered "a right-wing concentrated blend", who, having succeeded
in driving the Palestinians and Arabs into a negotiating corner,
surprised everybody with his terms of negotiations and settlement after
having obliged the Palestinians to drop all their preconditions of direct
negotiations, even those relating to the freezing of settlement. He
refuses to discuss the borders of the would-be Palestinian State before
deciding on the issue of the security arrangements. According to
Ha'artz, Netanyahu has told the American President and the American
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what are the borders Israel will seek to demarcate after the Palestinian
approval of the Israeli security arrangements?

More important still, what is the real possibility of any political
settlement in the light of these conflicting political agendas? There are
myriads of urgent questions that are put forth on the direct
negotiations' agenda, which evokes the old-new lIsraeli political and
strategic mentality in the trio of the borders, security and the
Palestinian State which provide a real indication of the possibilities of
settlement.

In Israeli politics, it is axiomatic and fully agreed by Israeli leaders that
the boundaries should be mobile depending on demographic, settling
and security calculations and considerations; they all agree completely
on acquiring the maximum of an Arab land with the minimum of Arab
population, a perspective already openly expressed by David Ben
Gurion in his outlook to the borders and security, and also the pre-1967
Yigal Alon plan which represented the prime constituent of the policy
of settlement construction later, which was the magic way of re-
drawing the maps with a prior, clear unwillingness to return to the
1967 borders, which later received consensus form Israeli leaders such
as Ben Gurion, Menachem Begin, Levi Ashkol, Yigal Alon, Golda
Meir, Yitzhak Shamir, Shimon Peres, Ehud Barak, Arael Sharon, Ehud
Olmert and finally Benjamin Netanyahu, who all concur on the
common ground concerning the likely borders of the State of Israel, all
of them agreeing unanimously that these borders are versatile in
accordance with certain calculations and considerations in the issues of
security, settlement and demography, aspiring in the meantime for the
greatest possible areas of Palestinian land with the fewest Arab
inhabitants, or the so-called 'creeping settlement'.

So in his last speech before the Knesset one month before his
assassination on 5/10/1995, Rabin, reviewing his viewpoints as regards
the future borders, declared that 'Israel will never revert to the lines of
4/6/1967 adding that 'the security borderlines for defending the State of

37



Dr. Walid Mudallal

On 15/11/1988 the PLO, during the 19" term of the Palestinian
National Assembly, announced the independence of the State of
Palestine and the acceptance of the two-State solution on the basis of
Resolution 181 and the Palestinian Peace Scheme, on which the PLO
later proceeded towards negotiating and the peace process.

The UN recognized this independence under Resolution 43/177. On
15/12/1988 and from that time onwards the UN General Assembly
decided to use the term ‘Palestine instead of the PLO' in the system
and institutions of the UN. Nevertheless, the two declarations of State
had involved two major ambiguities: first they did not specify clear
borders for the Palestinian State, as the Gaza and Algiers declarations
talked about "the Palestinian land" without accurate description or
demarcation. Secondly, the State of Palestine is now an occupied land,
which practically prevents it from coming into being and growing, as it
lacks the unity of the territory, the unity of people and the sovereignty
over this territory upon which the State will be established. It is
unimaginable that this state could be established under occupation or
that its infrastructure may be constructed in contradiction with it, and
as it is an impracticable project it can end up collaborating and
integrating with the occupation which is totally unacceptable. It is clear
that the trinity of demarcation, security arrangements and Palestinian
State have been correlated ones, endorsed by all parties concerned, and
while the Arab and Palestinian sides emphasize the need for the
demarcation and withdrawal from the 1967 territories including East
Jerusalem, the Israeli side with near consensus has insisted on
discussing the security arrangements first and before the borders and
other essential issues and the area and specifications of the promised
state.

So, how much longer will these direct negotiations take in the light of

this trinity, and what is the true nature of the Israeli agenda underlying
the insistence on the priority of the security arrangements? , and then
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The Borders of a Powerful Palestinian State
and the September Bid

By: Dr. Walid Mudallal

Summary:

Since the issuance of Resolution 181 in November 1947 which
provided for the partition of Palestine into two states, the Palestinian
people has been actively struggling for its independence and
establishing its own state after it had failed to block bringing about the
Partition Resolution, the setting up of the Jewish State, or expanding
its occupation later to include the West Bank and Gaza. Despite the
prolonged controversy on the Palestinian side regarding the partition
and the Two-State solution, which is the core of the Partition
Resolution, the Palestinian keenness to declare their state and create
their own identity acquired a national and combatant priority, a fact
which was first tangible under the Israeli Declaration of Independence
in 1948 when the All-Palestine Government was proclaimed in Gaza
on 1% of October 1948 although it was later brought to an end by
Israel's control of 77% of the land of Palestine, the annexation by
Jordan of the west Bank, and the Egyptian rule of the Gaza Strip.

The Palestinian struggle afterwards burst out led by the PLO under the
motto ' the liberation of all of Palestine’, a target emphasized by the
Palestinian national charter in 1968; however, the PLO soon adopted
the interim platform for the settlement which was based on the idea of
establishing a Palestinian State on any parts of Palestine that could be
liberated. This substantial shift had opened the door for the admission
of the PLO as an observer under Resolution 3237 (D.29).
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refugees question or with the final solution negotiations — it lies with
the Palestinian performance in general and in the dilemma surrounding
the Palestinian national project and the impotence of the Palestinian
political system ever since the creation of the Palestinian National
Authority up till now to propound solutions apart from an outlet of the
impasse facing the entire political system and the national project.

Great care should be taken to keep the refugee case inalienable
according to the international recognition and it is perilous that the
Palestinian negotiator, the owner of this right, makes concessions that
would alter the legal status of the issue. There should be a flexible,
clear plan for the practical activating of the UN decisions and, under
the circumstances, it may be appropriate to consider formulas and
mechanisms for implementing resolution 194 which depend on
gradualism and postponement, but it is of high importance not to
announce the determination of the refugees cause.
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solution to the problem of Palestinian refugees as agreed, in
compliance with the UN General Assembly Resolution 194, a phrasing
which does not involve the implementation of Resolution 194: it only
draws upon it.

The attitude of the UN, as a representative of the world community has
taken responsibility for the cause of the refugees and issued significant
decisions about that, although the UN has tried to propitiate Israel
despite its legal and procedural decisions. Also it has failed to carry out
its decision, and for example the European High Commissioner has
called for a solution to the refugee problem, which takes into account
the security of Israel and its defining identity.

The essence of the foresaid attitude of all parties indicate a
Palestinian, Arab and even international deterioration towards the
refugees case as well as Israeli and American intransigence and
insistence on the Israeli traditional attitude towards the case especially
the absolute denial of the right of return. It is also obvious that the path
to solving the Palestinian issue has been determined by the track of the
previous negotiations and treaties in line with the Israeli vision. Thus,
this state of affairs poses a serious challenge to the cause of the
refugees once the negotiations resume, besides other challenges such
as the stipulation relating to the approval of 'the Jewishness of the
State' required by Israel, as well as the commitment to the basis
determining the negotiating process in the former agreements such as
Resolution 242 and Resolution338.

In the light of the above it can be concluded that the battle of the
September UN bid must be fought and Palestinians now realize the
region is witnessing significant radical changes on the path of molding
Arab regimes that may greatly differ from their predecessors. It is
expected that the Arab revolutions may produce important changes
towards the Palestinian cause and we must have noticed the backlash
of the Arab revolutions on the form and strength of the activities of the
63rd anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba.

Also we should be aware of the nature and scope of the problems
surrounding the Palestinian cause and its general contexts. It is evident
that the problem does not lie either with the negotiations about the
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and attitude towards the question of refugees; besides, the Palestinian
negotiators have used a loose or circumlocutory terminology in dealing
with the issue of the return.

These remarks were the natural outcome of the Palestinian approval of
the agreements that did not approbate Resolution 194 as a reference for
negotiations. In Madrid, Oslo, Taba and Camp David, Resolutions 242
and 338 were the reference on negotiations, though they had been
issued in the aftermath of the wars of 1967 and 1973, without being
directly linked to the Palestinian question and the refugees in
particular.

The official Palestinian stand is considered by some Palestinians to be
too lax about the right of return. There are unofficial Israel-Palestinian
agreements like those headed by Abu Mazin and Yassir Abed Rabbu,
in which it was agreed that the refugees should return to the Palestinian
State, not to their original land; added to that the Taba 2000
negotiations and Camp David which had approximately the same
results.

The gist of this gradual concessionary Palestinian stand as well as the
free unilateral recognition of the right of Israel to existence may
change the right of return and self-determination into a negotiable,
arguable Palestinian request, rather than a legitimate non-negotiable
and universally acknowledged right.

As for the Arab attitude, it was defined from the start by the Arab
governments holding Israel responsible for the creation of the refugees'
problem, and they demanded their return to their homes, favoring the
compensations principle on an individual basis, fulfilling the real value
of their lost property. Arab States assured that the UN, through the
famous Partition Resolution, is to blame for the establishment of Israel.
Yet, the Arab attitude went parallel with the Palestinian attitude to a
great extent, although the Arab ( Jordanian, Egyptian, and Arab)
initiatives for settlement do not openly refer to the right of return
according to Resolution 194, though they tend to adopt seemingly
winding and indirect formulas:

The Arab peace initiative which resulted from the Beirut Summit
Conference in 2002 had emphasized the necessity for reaching a just
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All this is ascribed, for the most part, to the power of international
reference, and the presence and nature of the refugee camps in reality.

Starting with the American and Israeli viewpoints, Israel has ever
since the 1948 Nakba insisted that it is not responsible for the
displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from their
homes and lands, and that the right of return is totally unacceptable and
non-negotiable, being a risk to lIsrael and its security, and that
Palestinian refugees may return to the Palestinian State's territory
under certain conditions, or they can be resettled elsewhere.
Compensations should be made through an international fund, and not
by Israel. This stand has been reflected on all Arab and Israeli
agreements in Madrid and the multilateral parties then in Oslo, Cairo,
Taba and Camp David.

Israel has expressed its cautious preparedness during the negotiations
to take some considerations into account which may necessitate the
acceptance of the return of limited numbers of these refugees to Israel
under the label 'Family Re-union'. But this did not amount to an
official Israeli attitude even towards the suggestion made by Shlomo
Gazit, which calls for Israel to implicitly acknowledge its
responsibility for the ordeal of the Palestinian refugees in exchange for
the waiver by Palestinians of all the rights of return.

As for the American stance, there is an agreement that is almost
identical to the lIsraeli view, which denies Palestinians the right of
return, as well as the adoption by the US of various international
resettlement plans based on the rejection of the idea of the return and
the call for repatriation outside Israel. Even more, the American
attitude developed after the 1993 Oslo accord to involve Americans
abandonment on the decision 194 in the General Assembly when it
underwent the annual vote. This attitude translated later in the
American suggestions in the Road Map and the Clinton understandings
in Camp David. Since the start of negotiations the Palestinian official
attitude has been expressed in the insistence on the implementing of
Resolution 194, which calls for the return of the Palestinian refugees to
their original towns and the compensation for those who do not wish
to. However, this attitude seems preventive, as it just deals with the
external crises and initiatives but it lacks in a clear working program
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The issue of the Palestinian refugees...
Where to?

By: Dr. Mazen Al Ejlah

This research paper aims to look into the developments surrounding
the cause of the refugees, being one of the most important issues of the
final settlement, if not the most important and difficult one over the
past decades, since the Madrid Conference and the Oslo agreements in
particular.

For this purpose we deemed it essential to examine the different
parties' attitudes towards this cause and their bearing on the
agreements pertaining to the refugees' issue. Since its start, the case of
the refugees has attained great international interest and has had a few
resolutions in its favor, on top of which was Resolution 194, and the
resolution calling for reconciliation, and that of establishing the
UNRWA. Also, the refugees' issue intertwines with the right of self-
determinations and all other substantial final settlement issues
connected to the inalienable national Palestinian rights, and it is linked
and interlocked with these issues. It is noteworthy that the negotiations
dealing with them all have failed because they are major parts of the
Palestinian cause and that the refugees' question has not been
addressed for decades although most other refugees around the world
have been repatriated.

This fact may be attributed to various complicated overlapping local,
regional and international reasons, most important of which is, of
course, the tenet of settlement; added to that the Arab and Palestinian
indifference to the importance and effectiveness of the international
laws and decisions and the mechanisms of the functions of these
systems. This comes in the context of the general powerlessness of the
Palestinians negotiator, and a lack of interest in this Cause. Yet, the
issue of refugees has rigorously resisted liquidation even in the light of
the imbalance of powers and the constant feverish planning for this.
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So why does the Israeli negotiators put forward the term "unified"?
And where does it fit on the Palestinian negotiator's agenda?

700,000 Jerusalem citizens who were forcefully displaced by Israel
from 39 villages in 1948 should return to a complete Arab unified
capital city — Jerusalem: the Jerusalem captured in 1948 and the
Jerusalem captured in 1967.

Israel should dismantle the whole of the settlements in Jerusalem with
the buildings re-claimed by their Palestinian land- owners. Israel
should accept to be compensated for the buildings, or else it should
remove the buildings altogether with their ground restored to their
owners. In case of Israel's refusal of these offers, the door should be
open to all options including all forms of resistance to oblige Israel to
surrender, by force if necessary, as right without might is a lost cause.
Thus if we want to retrieve all of Jerusalem we should raise the issue
of Jerusalem in September as a complete unified city and the eternal
capital city of the Palestinian State.
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what is left for negotiating does not exceed 5-10 per cent of the area of
Jerusalem according to unspecified Israeli-imposed negotiating terms.

Determiners of the final future of Jerusalem:

The cards of the Palestinian cause are not all in the hands of the
Israelis, as Arabs, Muslims and Palestinians still have some strong
points, e.g.

First, the demographical situation as Arabs constitute 30% of the
population in Jerusalem, and apt to form a majority in the future.

Second, the Arab and Islamic depth.

Third, Arab uprisings which have put Jerusalem on their agendas as
the Arab revolutionary youths have fixed Jerusalem as their compass
of orientation that can direct all Arab and Islamic nations at an instant
towards Jerusalem and without prior preparation.

Fourth, the issue of Jerusalem does not belong to Palestinians alone- it
is the cause of 1.3 billion Muslims, as it is part of the Islamic nation's
doctrine. Hence the time bomb planted in the Middle East could be
detonated at an instant without advance warning in favor of the
Palestinians. Hence, we, as Palestinians, should cling to our full rights
in the whole of Jerusalem (Eastern and Western), as the capital city of
Palestine. The western part, as the eastern one, is occupied. The battle
of Jerusalem will be determined only through the following:

1- The Palestinians' and the Palestinian negotiators' adherence to
their rights in the entirety of Jerusalem.

2- lsrael should abandon the concept of Jerusalem as being the
eternal unified capital city of the Jewish people.
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Israel has been putting off the discussion on the future of Jerusalem
until the unscheduled final settlement negotiations with the aim of
gaining time to change the geographical and demographic realities.
Therefore, Jerusalem is a chief element of the Israeli national
unanimity and it is now non-negotiable among different movements,
and it is excluded from the political equation, and no Israeli statesman
may give Palestinians any rights in Jerusalem. Nevertheless, it is
important to note that the future of Jerusalem does not hinge on the
Israeli consent alone — it depends on the balance of political
international Arab and Islamic powers, and also the presence of
important cards up the sleeves of the Palestinians, which may be
helpful in pressurizing Israel.

The status and future of the city are interconnected with the strategy
chosen by the Palestinians and how successful it will be in establishing
a state of affairs contradictory to the one Israel wishes to create and
consolidate in Jerusalem.

All initiatives and treaties offered for solving the cause of Jerusalem
have fallen short of fulfilling the demands and ambitions of the
Palestinian people.

Israel, throughout the negotiations, has merely offered very limited
administrative propositions, void of real sovereignty , which makes
negotiations about Jerusalem a foregone conclusion, open to Arab and
Palestinian continual concessions under the present situation and in
favor of making the best of a bad deal. The concession made by the
Palestinian negotiator is a political and legal sin for which he will be
held accountable by the next generations.

The possibility of the full restitution of the Palestinian rights in
Jerusalem through negotiations is unlikely and nearly impossible, as
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appropriations, and it has adopted a set of financial measures which are
suffocating the Arab citizens in Jerusalem. All of Israel's actions in
Jerusalem are inconsistent with international laws, boards, and
institutions as well as the simplest human sets of canons, and they are
denounced by Palestinians, Arabs, Muslims and the whole world.

Components and pivots of the Israeli policy towards Jerusalem:

The Israeli view of Jerusalem is based on important foundations and
principles among which are:

1- The theological, ideological dimension which is founded on the
theory of divine elitism of the Jews by returning to the
Promised Land. According to them there would be no
selectness and no Promised Land without Jerusalem, one of the
myths upon which Israel had based itself.

2- A political dimension which derives from the theological,
ideological background and dimension. Therefore all the
declarations of the Israeli leaders and statesmen have originated
from a religious dimension. It is pitiable that the USA has
adopted these views and offered infinite support to Israel and
its Palestinian policy , particularly in Jerusalem and
subsequently all the American official policies, positions ,
decisions and legislations opt for the Israeli perspective about
Jerusalem.

The US has never supported a single Arab or Palestinian

position relating to Jerusalem, which left Israel playing
unchecked in Jerusalem, guaranteed by American backing.

The future of Jerusalem:

The future of Jerusalem seems vague and uncertain; hence Israel has
forestalled any future peace treaties by creating impunity for itself
about Jerusalem. Thus the Knesset has issued its verdict that Jerusalem
"is the unified, eternal capital city of the State of Israel”, which is why
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By this token, the Jerusalem political scene has become an equivocal
one with conflicting interests and miscellaneous viewpoints which
were well comprehended by the Israeli adepts.

Hence, Israel has taken advantage of that state of affairs and started
creating new realities on the ground, and conducting a series of
procedures aimed at a comprehensive alteration to the sanctity of the
place, the geography of the city and demography of the population in a
speedy process in the hope of achieving its goals so that on putting the
city on the negotiating table it would have been filled with Israeli
guards and the blue hexagonal Star of David. So Israel has issued a
large number of laws, regulations, and decisions that have determined
the legal status of Jerusalem, and rendered Israel as the sole sovereign
there. Next it has conducted a series of colonial procedures which
enabled it to impose new landmarks which would make it difficult to
re-divide the City. Moreover, Israel has excluded Jerusalem from the
final settlement negotiations through intensifying the construction of
settlements.

Israel has also been seeking to cause a demographic upheaval
concerning the number, conformation and distribution of the
population: a policy which came as the natural response to political
changes imposed by Israel on the Palestinian inhabitants of Jerusalem
who are being expelled individually and collectively and replaced by
Israeli settlers. Israel afterwards makes the best of the affair and claims
inability to evacuate these settlers on the pretext that they have become
de facto inhabitants.

Israel has also determined the segments of the Separation Wall very
knowingly: it besieged and isolated every quarter in Jerusalem with a
discrete separating wall, and cordoned it off its surroundings. Israel has
also denaturalized and withdrawn the IDs from 86226 Jerusalemites
since 1967. It has also pursued the policy of house demolition and land
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Jerusalem in the Final Settlement Issue

By: Prof. Dr. Naim Barood

Summary:

Ever since Israel captured the western part of Jerusalem in 1948 and
then took the whole city in June 1967, it alone became the master of
the city, which draws up its policy, delineates its features, and it
managed to make the world and the Arab World believe that the term
"Jerusalem” refers only to that city which was captured in 1967, that is
Eastern Jerusalem. This is a highly serious issue as it means that there
IS no return to any decisions, initiatives, solutions or suggestions that
came up prior to that date.

Moshe Dayan, the former Israeli Defence Minister who had captured
Jerusalem, gave this note about the Israeli viewpoint when he said that
"Jerusalem will not be divided again”. This concept and approach
drawn up by Dayan has been followed by all Israeli officials in Israel
up to 2011.

Palestinians, for their part, have held Jerusalem over the ages as a vital
substantial determiner of their Palestinian identity and Arab Islamic
culture. The Israelis, on the other hand allege that they dearly need
Jerusalem as being an essential part of the Zionist dream and because it
has been the source of the Jewish identity for 2000 years. They
adamantly maintain that the unified Jerusalem is the eternal capital city
of Israel, a fact which complicates and endangers the final settlement.
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the international resolutions relevant to this issue, and drawing upon
the treaties signed between Israel and the Arab States.

Despite all the data, circumstances and scenarios surrounding the
'battle of September’, the recognition or semi-recognition of the
Palestinian state and its borders will change the legal and political
status of Palestine and the Palestinian territories as well as the level of
its participation in the various World Organizations. Moreover, the
Palestinian and Arab sides as well as some regional powers such as
Turkey no more acknowledge that Israel and the US exclusively have
all the cards of the game, as both of them are undergoing a political,
legal and even moral predicament, and that the next phase may portend
a regional war that may destabilize the Middle East if the Palestinian
cause is to be ignored- a fact which is most unwelcome by the US and
Europe, the latter foots the bills of constructing the Palestinian State,
and on the other hand the return to negotiations after the recognition,
should concur with a total halt to settlement construction, especially in
Jerusalem, and abiding by the references of the political process with a
fixed time limit, that deals with all issues. Otherwise, it would be
unavailing to the Israeli and the American parties or even the European
party which is still trying to be a major player, not a secondary one, to
turn their backs on the Palestinian rights.
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virtue of the de facto policy in the West Bank and Gaza and the
settlements although this resolution is legal, since the
Palestinians had accepted the 242 Resolution as a basis to the
peace process.

2- The disclosure of the nature of the draft resolution intended to
be submitted to the Security Council about the Palestinian
people, and taking counsel about the existential issues with all
patriotic powers, and determining the priorities and
fundamentals.

3- Assuring the Palestinian people's gatherings in the Diaspora
that the right of return will not be affected by this move; and
activating the international resolutions relating the Palestinian
cause, including Resolution 194 regarding the return and
compensation.

4- Opening all available options enabling the Palestinian people to
exert its right to self- determination including the popular
resistance and copying the Arab uprisings in the face of
occupation, and not being content with going to the UN to gain
full membership, or an observer status.

5- Enhancing the national unity and putting the Palestinian
reconciliation terms into practice for moving on to putting the
Palestinian home in order, as a basis to reinforcing the
Palestinian position on the international arena.

6- The PLO should remain intact as the sole legal representative
of the Palestinian people, expressing the ambitions and goals of
this people as regards the return of the refugees and the creating
of an independent Palestinian State as the nominal homeland
for Palestinians at home and abroad.

7- Nobody should rely on the American stand in particular, to
abstain when voting the proposition, as all indication refers to
the US intention to use the veto and, consequently, this issue is
still risky in the light of many data, least of which is the lack of
preparedness on account of the disintegration of the Arab
regional system following the Arab Spring, which lacks the
ability to brace the following battle with Israel, which could be
open to all options.

Employing the European backing through helping with framing a new

Palestinian strategy based on the borders of this State, and activating
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Resolution 181 of 1947 ,a stipulation reached in all treaties between
the Palestinian and Israeli sides under the American sponsorship.

We cannot count on the American or European attitudes, especially
the leading countries such as Germany, Britain and France in spite of
the fact that Europe is seeking to be a partner and not a subordinate or
a financier only, although this does not put an end to the subordination
of European countries, which are American satellites and it does not
also end the double talk about the Palestinians' rights, and the right of
Israel to live in peace and security.

Conclusion:

The chief object of the Palestinian struggle over the past decades has
been the attainment of independence and the establishment of an
independent Palestinian State, with a full sovereignty over its
crossings, waters, airspace and citizens, which is the ultimate aim of
the final status negotiations. And since the unilateral Declaration of
State should be supported by an international recognition particularly
the United Nations, it would be unlikely to mitigate the American
attitude which is totally biased to Israel or winning over the support of
the entire European countries. This never means turning into hostage to
the Israeli and American wills. The move of seeking membership
should resort to a Palestinian strategy with data and tools different
from those which had been part of the earlier negotiations process, in
that the Declaration of State should be based on the whole of the UN
resolutions, most important of which are:

1- The General Assembly Resolution No. 181 as a basis to the
borders of the State of Palestine, though rejected by Israel by
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On the other hand, the European Union's foreign policy coordinator
said that 'the Union is in need of some time to take decisions on how to
handle the situation in the UN, and if the mediation effort between the
Israelis and the Palestinians should go on. She declined to disclose the
nature of her discussions with the Israeli Prime Minister and the
Palestinian President, reiterating that the Union's goal is to resume the
negotiations with the aim of reaching an actual settlement'.

It is understood that the Europeans do not give in to the pressure of
time and they try to persuade the Palestinian side to discard its UN
membership application for the 'State of Palestine’, and that there are
on the horizon a European initiative conveyed by Ashton during her
last visit to the region aiming at getting the Palestinians and the Israelis
to the negotiating table and maybe applying an expected scenario,
which is the reclassification of the Palestinian standing in the UN from
an 'observer entity' to the entity of 'a non-member State'.

Heading for the UN for membership is a national legal, political
liability that may restore the Palestinian cause to its natural origin,
which is the world community and, supported by the UN resolutions
242 and 338 , as the former, issued in 1967 , demands in essence that
Israel withdraw from 'occupied territory' , according to the British, not
French, version, and the right of Israel to live peacefully and the
Palestinians to establish a homeland of their own', which is also
emphasized by Resolution 338 and other subsequent UN resolutions
.This means consequently that a new world view has developed in
favour of the borders between the Palestinian and Israeli States based
on the 1967 borders which is considered by some intellectuals and
statesmen as a gift to Israel, as the countries of the world will be ready
to recognize the Palestine of 1967 borders and not the Palestine of
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The International Stance towards the
September UN Statehood Bid

By: Mrs Wafa’a Abu Ghosh

The study highlights the intransigence of the American attitude
towards the Declaration of State and its insistence on the use of the
veto in the UN in case the Palestinian leadership decided unilaterally to
head for the UN on the 20" of September to apply for a full
membership of the international community, and the American
administration asserted that it will impose sanctions, most important of
which is cutting off the aid offered to the Palestinian National
Authority.

This American attitude which was announced overboard and frankly
by the American officials and the American President Obama in
person, who labeled the Palestinian leadership's unilaterally going to
the UN as 'mistaken’, is not very different from the European Union's
attitude. The latter has been floundering and evading a unified stance
by its members, particularly the major ones, such as Germany, Britain
and France; for example Alan Joupais, the French Foreign Minister
said at the conclusion of a meeting of the Union's Foreign Ministers in
Poland on 3/9/2011 that the adoption by a large majority in the General
Assembly of an immediate recognition of a Palestinian State would be
a failure for Israel as it would be isolated; and a failure for the
Palestinians who would have the aid cutoff and face retaliatory
measures; and a failure for the US who would be isolated, and a failure
for the European Union who would become divided amongst itself.
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the Palestinian chief negotiator, Saeb Oraikat.

Annexation of West Bank settlements to Israel, and building
the infrastructure to connect these settlements to each other.
Separation of the Jordan Valley, linking it with the large
settlement belt, and separating Jerusalem from Bethlehem by
Har Homa (Jabal Abu Gninm) settlement.

Annexation of the Jordan Valley to the aim of controlling the
inventory of water by which Israel will prevent the agriculture
development in the future Palestinian state.
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with the aim of compelling it to make concessions in the area of
settlements and boundaries of the State.

Furthermore, some of them also think that the Palestinian move
is particularly risky in that it has incapacitated Israel from reaching out
to most countries of the world with its stereotyped propaganda as being
the only democracy in the Middle East.

Those politicians also believe that the consent of the General
Assembly to the establishment of the State of Palestine would
transform the conflict between Israel and a patriotic PLO into a State
versus State conflict, which would complicate the work of Israeli
military and intelligential occupation, as well as exposing lIsrael to
judicial litigation abroad.

Hence, certain Israeli statesmen and intellectuals have
portrayed the Declaration of the State as a prelude to a non-
conventional war in the region, which would escalate terrorism.
Therefore, Israel will use all its repertoires in terms of pressure to
minimize the side effects of this move. It will do the following:

— Threatening financial sanctions, suspending the remittances of
Palestinian tax revenues, prohibiting the supplies of
construction and industrial materials.

— The withdrawal of the V.1.P cards from Palestinian dignitaries.

— Boosting the West Bank — Gaza division and disconnection and
imposing penalties; reinforcing the military barricades between
urban and rural areas of the West Bank.

— The re-annexation of C and B districts to the Israeli Civil
Administration.

— lsraeli Pressurizing of the American Administration itself and
the Senate into blocking an estimated $ 470 m. annual aid to
Palestinians.

— The US has already threatened this latter action through its
Consul General in Jerusalem, Daniel Rubinstein, as quoted by
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The Israeli Position toward the Declaration
of the Palestinian State

By: Mr. Tawfig Abu Shomer

Summary:

The concept of establishing a Palestinian State has been an
abstract impracticable one, except for those Palestinians who took part
in the peace accord, as being a step towards creating a Palestinian
Statehood.

Yet, the Israeli practices regarding the Judaization of
Jerusalem, and the settlement issue, its attitude towards the cause of
the refugees and POWSs, and the continuation of all types of repressive
occupation measures, have led the Palestinians to the conviction that
they should exercise their legitimate right of setting up their own
homeland.

All this has happened in spite of the existence of some
viewpoints in the moderate Israeli camp which see that the solution lies
in granting the Palestinians an independent State, although they didn't
venture to specify its boundaries. Some Israeli extremists encouraged
this idea with the aim of creating a “pure” Jewish State through the
transfer of a large number of Palestinians who have been holding out
in their land since 1948, to that States borders, within the framework of
the final settlement. These moderate Israelis stipulate the Palestinian
recognition of an Israeli Jewish State as a pre-condition for the Israeli
approval of establishing a Palestinian one.

Moreover, most Israeli politicians believe that the next State
bid is a mere procedural step aimed at politically pressurizing Israel
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refugees outside of Palestine, more than half of the population in
Jordan, are very concerned and worried for the future of those
Palestinian refugees, whose future is undefined in the future
Palestinian state. Jordan also has not totally relinquished its territorial
claims and historical and religious rights in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem which have been recognized by the Jordanian-Israeli peace
agreement, October 1974,

Syria has been very supportive of the Palestinian's right to put a total
end to the Israeli occupation and establish an independent and
sovereign Palestinian state. But Syria is interested in a comprehensive
Arab peace with Israel, and not bilateral peace agreements. Although
Syria, has endorsed the Palestinian bid for statehood, but this comes
amidst political upheavals in Syria which began in March 2011. Some
analysts believe that the Syrian support for the Palestinian bid to
recognize Palestine on the 1967 borders is directed toward alleviating
the political pressures on Syria.

Lebanon was the last Arab country to recognize an independent
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and endorsed with reservations
the Palestinian bid for statehood at the UN. The Lebanese government
stated that the establishment of a Palestinian state on the 1967 borders
do not mean the end of the Palestinian Israeli conflict and do not
resolve the issue of Palestinian refugees. Lebanon is hosting currently
around 400,000 Palestinian refugees. The Lebanese worry stems from
calls to naturalize the Palestinian refugees which will destabilize the
current religious and sectarian balance within Lebanon. Lebanon is
currently the presiding non permanent member of the UN Security
Council.
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Arab and Regional Positions toward
Palestinian Statehood Bid

By: Dr. Mkhaimar Abu Sada
Al-Azhar University-Gaza

Summary:

The Arab support and consensus for Palestinian bid at the United
Nations to recognize Palestine as a full member state on the 1967
borders, and East Jerusalem as its capital, do not contradict the essence
of the Arab Peace Initiative which was endorsed by the Arab League in
its summit meeting in Beirut in 2002. However, Arab positions toward
this Palestinian move are not unified, particularly the Arab countries
bordering Palestine (Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon). These Arab
countries are connected to the Arab Israeli conflict more than any other
Arab country.

The positions and attitudes of these countries toward the Palestine
cause are not new, but rather date back to the beginning of the Arab
Israeli conflict. For example, Egyptian support for the Palestinian
people’s right to establish an independent state dates back to its support
for the Government of all Palestine established in Gaza in 1948 and led
by Hajj Amin Hussaini. On the contrary, Jordan rejected the formation
of that government, and responded by annexing the West Bank to
Jordan and established the United Kingdome. In addition, Jordan
conceded with hesitation under Arab pressure to recognize the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole and legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people in 1974.

Jordan has publicly endorsed the Palestinian bid for statehood, but not
without reservations. Jordan which host about half of the Palestinian
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it more popularity and impetus forward; similarly, its failure
would negatively reflect on its peaceful political project and it
may even help undermine its project and show up its approach
as a failure.

The Study has outlined several scenarios which are as follows:

- The leadership goes on to the September liability, obtains
recognition, in exchange for not getting membership.

- The leadership postpones the heading for the U.N. for a time in
exchange for promises and guarantees for resuming the peace
process on the basis of a new political negotiating framework.

The abortion of the Palestinian heading for the U.N. through a process
of political, financial and maybe military pressure exerted by several
parties especially Israel and the U.S.
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of this move, and wary of its repercussions and failure. The stance of
the Islamic Jihad, opposed to this move and incredulous about its
impact and importance was also reviewed. To achieve its aim, the
Study was based on several research methodologies including the
historical, analytical and descriptive ones. For obtaining its
information, the Study is supported by the documents and literature of
the relevant Palestinian groups that contain their forums as well as the
Press and media declarations of these groups' leaders, and also the
relevant reports.

The study has concluded some results, among which are the following.

- There is a disparity in the factions' attitudes towards the State
bid particularly between the patriotic factions and the Islamic
ones - the latter's approach emanates from their view to the
ideological dimension of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

- The conformity of most patriotic and Islamic factions about the
interim settlement based on a Palestinian State within the
borders of 1967, with Jerusalem as its capital city.

- The factions' attitudes toward the September State bid are a
reflection of their political attitudes towards the Palestinian
State in general.

- The Fatah Movement is the leader of the September bid, which
is compatible with its advocacy of the political settlement
project.

- The Palestinian division weakens the political preparedness for
the September bid.

- There is no national consensus on the State bid and the
September bid.

- The attitude of some groups, particularly the Islamic ones is
based on skepticism and the underestimation of the significance
of the September bid move.

- The lack of strenuous energetic opposition to the heading for
the September liability.

- The factions' positions are looked upon as expressions of the
spirit of political and popular rivalry among them.

- The success of the Palestinian leadership in this step would
positively reflect on its peaceful political project, and will give
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attitudes of the Popular Front and the National Front and the changes
that their political thought had undergone.

Discussed also in this part were the attitudes of the People's party,
Palestine Arab Front, the Popular Struggle Front as well as factions
and patriotic parties affiliated to the P.L.O., the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people for decades.

The division has then discussed the attitude of the Islamic groups on
top of which are Hamas and the Islamic Jihad. The position of Hamas
was reviewed through its charter issued in August 1988, which
maintained that it is religiously illicit to waive or relinquish Palestine,
the latter being an Islamic endowment land. The Study says that
Hamas is still prisoner of its Islamic ideological doctrinal approach,
and consequently its pragmatism and realism are still characterized by
sluggishness, haziness and contradiction, despite the changes that have
recently occurred to its attitude, which found its way in its platform
and its "Change and Reform Bloc", which represented Hamas in the
legislative elections of January 25" 2006, in which the term “"removal
of the occupation™ was mentioned, which implies the 1967 borders
Part Two of the Study reviews the stance of the factions towards the
September State bid, as being a political and diplomatic battle, forming
part of the Palestinian political strife on the path of ensuring the right
to self-determination and establishing the independent Palestinian
State.

First, the discussion was about the patriotic factions headed by Fatah
Movement in its capacity as the leader of the peaceful negotiating
enterprise, which resulted in the idea of going to the United Nations as
part of its political battle aimed at establishing the Palestinian State on
the 1967 borders.

This section has examined the attitudes of the other factions and
patriotic parties whose attitudes are similar to those of Fatah
Movement except in some non-essential differences, especially in the
case of the Popular Front, which is hesitant and restrained in tackling
the issue of going to the U.N.

This part has also examined the Islamic factions' attitudes and
discussed the stand of Hamas, which is skeptical about the significance
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The Stances of the Palestinian factions
toward the UN State Bid.

By: Dr. Khalid Safi

Abstract:

The Study's objective is to highlight the attitude of the Palestinian
patriotic and Islamic factions towards the State bid. The study does not
intend to enumerate fully all the factions' attitudes, although it intends
to interview those of the most prominent and effective ones in the
Palestinian political and combatant spheres, while including some
exemplary small factions as well.

The study is subdivided into two parts:

The first one tackles the factions' attitudes towards the Palestinian
State bid, as this has been traced in the Palestinian national and
patriotic charters, and then tracked down these factions' positions
which were included in their manifestos. Hereupon, talking first about
patriotic groups' positions, the focus has been on the stand of the Fatah
Movement which is presumably the backbone of the P.L.O as well as
the leader of the national enterprise both militarily as in the 1990s, or
politically as was evident after the Madrid Conference in 1991, going
through signing the Oslo Accord of principles up to the establishment
of the Palestinian National Authority in 1994,

The Study features the changes in Fatah's positions ever since it came
into being. The Study refers to the major shifts in the stand of Fatah
from advocating the Palestinian State on the entire Palestinian soil,
then the Palestinian democratic State, followed by the call for the
Palestinian National Authority on part of the Palestinian land, right up
to the establishment of the Palestinian State on the 1967 borders.

Thereupon, Fatah has moved from one state of affairs to another in the
context of the national Palestinian fundamentals with a high degree of
pragmatic and practical political mentality. This part reviews the
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Territories occupied since 1967 includes : Strengthen National Unity —
The protection of Jerusalem as the eternal capital of the State of
Palestine — The protection of the refugees issue and follow up their
rights — The launch release of Palestinian prisoners — Human
development — Achieving Economic independence and National
prosperity — Achieving Equality and Social Justice — Promoting the
principles and Mechanism of Good Governance — Provide Security and
Safety in all across the nation — Building regional and international
positive relations .

Any of the above aforementioned principles have not fully realized
until now . This put question marks in front of the completion of the
State institutions on due time as set by Dr. Fayyadh, whether the State
of Palestine will be recognized by the UN Assembly or not !!

So, I don't see any possibility for building the basic institutions for the
State of Palestine correctly and properly , before achieving a peace
deal with Israel , and to determine the boundaries and relations
between Israel and the State of Palestine .

In my point of view , this is far to achieve , and it will not be realized
and achieved in the foreseeable future, or even in the current decade ,
due to the major and dramatic changed in the Arab World regimes
(Arab Spring ) , which will eventually affect the process of
establishing the Palestinian State.

Given that the establishment of state institutions is not considered as a
prerequisite for the establishment of the State of Palestine, taking into
consideration that the international community recognized the State of
South Sudan before building its institutions and issuing its own
currency !!
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Governance is based on the principles of justice and the rule of
law, and separation of Executive, Legislative, and Judicial
authorities.

The equality of all citizens before the law.

Ensure , religious , political , civil , economic , social , and
cultural freedom.

The state ensures the protection of citizens and provides safety
for all, and prevents arms possession in violation of law.

The state ensures citizen's right to: Housing, Education, and
Health Care.

State's obligation for the families of Martyrs , Prisoners,
Orphans, and all citizens who have suffered damage during the
course of the struggle for independence , and state's
commitment to the bases of social justice and protection for
persons with special needs .

Al natural resources, archaeological, and historic sites are the
property of the Palestinian people.

State's economic system is based on free economy.

SECOND: The National Goals

It is the responsibility of the Palestinian National Authority, its
Government, Institutions and Organs the duty to manage the
daily life of its people who are still languishing under the yoke
of the Israeli occupation.

The current government should bear an additional
responsibility dictated by the duty to continue the national
dialogue in order to end the division, and to restore a true
National Unity.

The government is committed to the Political Platform of the
PLO with all its components and contains all the obligations
and agreements whether they are bilateral or multilateral.

Given the principles put forward by Dr. Fayyadh's plan mentioned
above namely : (Basic principles — National Goals — The aspirations of
the Palestinian Government to end the occupation of the Palestinian
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The plan after determining the National objectives and the Political
institutions focused on the need to build the future state institutions
regardless the Israeli occupation and his daily practices .

The Plan emphasizes on the need of the Arabic and the International
support to achieve Palestinian sovereign rights according to the
International Law and to achieve a just political settlement and to end
the Israeli occupation after a suffering which lasted 63 years and still (
Could the International community listen to the Palestinians voice to
stop settlements building and to end the occupation !1') .

The plan explained the linkage between the establishment of the
Palestinian State and the region security . Despite the difficulties to
achieve that within the 2- States solution , the Palestinian government
emphasizes on PLO and PA programs to establish the Palestinian State
within the year 1967 borders with east Jerusalem its Capital ( This also
was lately stated by the leadership of Hamas- Khalid Mashaal ,Cairo ,
May,4" 2011 ) ). The plan explained that the 13", government work is
a continuation of the previous governments work , and the plan
stressed also on the need to continue its achievements in the fields of
construction and ruling development on the principles of transparency
and good governance .

A major important polices were included in the plan such as :
Rejecting violence , Good neighborhood and co-existence with its
neighbors, so that the Palestinian State will be an emblem of tolerance
and stability in this troubled region of the world .

FIRST: The Basic Principles of Fayyadh's Peace Plan

e Establishing a democratic System and respect the political
pluralism.

e Ensuring equality, protecting the rights of all citizens and their
political participation without any type of discrimination, and
to ensure the rights of minorities.

e Requiring all factions and political parties on the principles of
national Sovereignty.
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Palestine Statehood Bids and the Final
Status Issue

By: Mr. Ali Abu Shahla

Dr. Salam Fayyadh Plan to establish the Palestinian
State within 2 years (2009 - 2011)

Sammary:

One of the most important declarations of Dr. Salam Fayyadh , when
presenting his plan to establish the Palestinian State that , it is not
linked to the result of the peaceful settlement , although he stressed on
the bad need of the restoration of the homeland unity through agreeing
on a political consensus formula with all groups and organizations of
the Palestinian people after all almost agreed on establishing the
Palestinian State within 1967 borders . Dr. Fayyadh stressed on the
need to hold the elections on time i.e. January 2010 (which didn't
function and no rescheduling was made). Dr Fayyadh also assures the
international support and its contribution to the establishment of the
state.

Now , after 2 years of Dr. Fayyadh statement , and the continued
political and geographic division of the Palestinian territories despite
the signing of the reconciliation paper between Fatah and Hamas
(celebration was held in Cairo for that on May,4"™ 2011 ) , and after
Palestinians and Israelis political negotiations has reached a dead end ,
one is wondering if there is still any opportunity to establish the
Palestinian State on the time scheduled by Dr. Fayyadh , taking into
consideration that nothing been made in Jerusalem and Gaza politically
, development , and institutional building !!

Dr. Fayyadh submitted his plan within the work program of the 13"
Palestinian government .
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it successfully it may backfire and have adverse effects on the
Palestinian national interests, or it can at least be a matter of
gaining time until the Arab variables' milestones become more
conspicuous, or until the Israeli government has changed.
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Any talk dealing with the political preparedness to fight the battle of
the September bid must discuss three main issues:

1-

Examining the history of the relations between the international
legitimacy and Palestinians and the reason for not effecting
dozens of international resolutions about the Palestinian issue,
and will the international legitimacy be able to give us an
independent state in the West Bank and Gaza when it has failed
to stop settlement, the Wall building and the aggression against
Gaza?

Examining the readiness of the team charged with the
international case and how could the same figures and elite
who had failed in the negotiation track succeed in the battle of
international legitimacy? This may require the reassessment of
the negotiating track and spotting the faults, not contenting
ourselves with repeatedly saying that it is Israel who caused the
collapse of the negotiations and ending up in a deadlock.

The extent of a Palestinian unanimity on the international
legitimacy as a reference to the national rights, particularly in
the light of the Palestinian dissent and the discrepancy of the
local attitude as regards the September bid — the Security
Council and General Assembly are not solely the concern of
Abu Mazen and the Authority; they concern all of the
Palestinian people, as they will decide upon the political rights
and the future of the national cause of the Palestinians.

Political readiness requires a pre-calculated and a well-
examined encounter with the occupation through creating a
state of general popular resistance in the West Bank and Gaza
in co-ordination with the Palestinian mass commotions by all
Palestinians in the Diaspora in front of the UN headquarters
and the embassies of the super powers of the world.

In conclusion, it can be said that taking the case back to the
UN, though being the last card in the hands of a Palestinian
leadership which committed to the option of settlement, it can
well imply a political and diplomatic risk, and unless we handle
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years, and as it is still living in a state of division, hostage to the
foreign funding, constantly slanged by innuendos of corruption, and
suffering from bankruptcy. It is questionable that it will be capable of
fighting the September bid battle to the bitter end in a fashion that
will not conflict with a minimum of Palestinian fundamentals as stated
in the Declaration of State in Algiers, and as provided for by national
agreements.

The September UN bid is not clear-cut so far, besides, the epical,
oversimplified naive image circulated by the originators of the idea
may be untrue — things may go contrary to what is being propagated by
some. Washington and its allies have a lot of diplomatic subterfuges to
bypass the Palestinian demand. It may even be likely that those
September bid enthusiasts are aware of the difficulty and jeopardy of
this move, but insist on it on account of the absence of alternatives, and
their holding on to power. We do not mean to reject that international
legitimacy but we should expect all possibilities including backing out
of the idea at the eleventh hour within a compromise between the PLO,
Washington, and Israel. Also, it is expected that Washington and the
UN will manipulate the phrasing of the application submitted by the
Palestinians, re-phrase it in a way that invalidates its original meaning,
thus turning it into a mere vague indication of a Palestinian State so
that the US will not have to veto the resolution ,which will prevent the
case from going to the General Assembly of the UN.

In the same context we should carefully consider the effect of an
international recognition of a hazy Palestinian State on the previous
recognition of the PLO as a sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people, and nobody knows if it is possible that the UN and
other international organizations may recognize the Palestinian people
as a liberation movement and a State at the same time. And if Palestine
Is recognized as a State it means that Palestinians will be bound to
other countries' commitments without their having a state, which
means the absence of a Palestinian body to represent all the Palestinian
people at home and in the Diaspora, dropping the national liberation
stage and the right to resistance — both may be needed if Israel failed to
pull out of the Palestinian State territory.
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Palestinians through their sacrifices and sufferings, and it may even
further establish their state of division and internal dissension .

These apprehensions, besides the Israeli-American refusal of the
Palestinian move pose a big challenge to the Palestinian leadership and
its ability to encounter these refusals and pressures, and the ability to
create a unified Palestinian stand about going to the international
legitimacy and the wording of the international resolution. What next?
The resolution and recognition are not objectives in themselves, as the
latter will not automatically lead up to the creation of a State — it is a
means or helping factor for the Palestinian political struggle, and
thereupon if the resolution is not reinforced by other sources of
strength, it will only be added to previous resolutions issued over the
years, and Israel will resume its settlement-building and aggression
despite recognizing the Palestinian State.

In spite of the presence of various international decisions about the
Middle East crisis since the Partition Resolution in 1947 and in spite of
the presence of the international legitimacy directly or indirectly in the
peace process since its start in the Madrid Conference in 1991, the
leadership's going to the UN has caused a lot of controversy and
argument not only as adversary reactions from Tel Aviv and
Washington, who threatened to stop financing the Authority and cancel
the Oslo agreements, and the reoccupation of the West Bank or parts of
it, it raised cautious and confused reactions by Palestinian and Arabic
parties against this step which requires a great deal of readiness and
political preparedness prior to applying to the Secretary General of the
UN and prior to the phrasing of the draft resolution submitted, and
even it requires being more ready to cling to the position during the
UN or General Assembly discussions, and also in the post-recognition
and resolution stage.

Any talk pertaining to preparing for the September bid should handle
the strategic aspect of this preparation, such as examining the structure
of the regime and the political elite that will enter into this field, and
also the type of relationship obtaining between them and the whole
components of the Palestinian community as well as the external
parties be it Israel, Washington or Europe, as the present political elite
leading the political regime has failed in its political option over 18

2



The September UN Bid and the Political
Preparations of the Authority.

By: Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Ibrach

Summary:

The so-called September bid has become the main concern of the
Palestinian leadership and the label of the Palestinian and Arab
diplomatic and political activities concerning the conflict in the Middle
East, so that these activities have dominated other moves be it
negotiations or resistance even the national reconciliations were
suspended until all is clear about the September bid, as if the destiny of
the Palestinian issue hinges upon the results of the UN General
Assembly meetings in September 2011.

The popular and factional attitudes have varied between support and
opposition with reserved or cautious attitudes in between, they are
wary of the timing of going to the international legitimacy, and not the
idea in itself, as well as the mechanism of managing this issue and the
phrasing of the expected resolution and its connection with other
resolutions relating to the Palestinian cause such as the refugees case
and the standing of the PLO and its representativeness.

The internal Palestinian situation, the fragility of the Authority, the
PLO, the deplorable conditions of the Palestinian embassies abroad,
and the internal division — all of this negatively affects the readiness to
fight the September battle, so that some fear that the September bid
may shift from a step supportive to the legitimate rights as provided for
by the Declaration of Independence in Algeria in 1988 into a new
maze leading up to the evaporation of the few rights reaped by the
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