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accurately, through their enjoyment of the highest professional press
degrees, represented in the accuracy in the transfer of information and
their use of strong language and the exact terms and expressions, in
English and other foreign languages, that reach directly in a well-
delivered way to the minds of the West and the international
community.

If we look carefully to the second, third, and forth factors, and
we as Arab and Palestinian media work in opposing direction, and
implementing these factors by our official and unofficial media, I am
certain that in this case, it'll be possible to achieve numerous
international gains in support of the Palestinian cause.
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Israeli writers are using in English, not only those who are working in
the Israeli media, but also the Israelis who hold dual nationalities or
Judaism adherents or Christians who sympathize with Jews, all of
whom are working in the most significant international media that
have major impact on Western readers and the world's public opinion
such as widespread newspapers, like The New York Times,
Washington Post, and many international radio stations such as the
American NPR Radio, beside the western TV stations and dozens of
news websites, therefore, this factor is tremendously important for
Israel and exceedingly serves their interests, by hauling the west to
believe the Israeli narrative and to neglect the Palestinian, which leads
to the third factor.

3- The weakness of the Arab and Palestinian media:

The weakness of the official and unofficial Arab and Palestinian
media in facing the Israeli media, and its inability of following the
Israeli (routed to west and international community) media, are both
considered as one of the most important factors which is weakening
the clarification of the Palestinian cause to the West, and equally
weakening the process of gaining the essential international support,
and here we find that Israel is taking advantages of this weakness and
that created vacuum, thus trimming the international arena for itself,
and easily convincing the West of believing their well-profound
narration depending on cultural and linguistic factors beside the
intellectual and religious convergence with the West, in addition to the
lack of a Palestinian or Arab convincing narrative, or its absence in
some cases, and thus the Arab and Palestinian media concentrates on
traditional narratives and traditional duplicate statements, beside
inability of understanding the Israeli media tactics, which is like
singing out of tune, and in many cases we find the Israeli media in a
valley and the official Arab and Palestinian media in another one.

4- Professionalism and accuracy in journalism:

In addition to that Israel and its allies, journalists, official
spokespeople and reporters who are serving its interests and promoting
its media and narrative, and mostly fabricating the facts and
manipulating the truth by always turning victim into executioner and
vice versa, but they professionally know what they want and they also
know too well the message they want to deliver clearly, directly and
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Worksheet:

Since the establishment of the Israeli contemporary state on the
historical land of Palestine and to date, we find that several
international resolutions adopted by the Security Council of the United
Nations and other international resolutions of which are related to the
Palestinian cause were all ready for practical implementation on the
ground but have not been implemented until today, and everyone is
always wondering why? Not to mention the unprecedented Western
sympathy towards Israel and the constant justification of whatever
Israel do, starting from the practices of repression, Kkilling,
dispossession, confiscation of lands, and settlement expansion until
deceiving the international public opinion, therefore, to answer the pre-
mentioned question, we mainly find four key factors:

1- The Religion factor:

Here we find the convergence of some Christian doctrines in
Western societies with Judaism which is adopted by the World Zionist,
and Israel is clearly taking advantage of that factor in the media to gain
the sympathy of the West and to tarnish the image of the Palestinian
people on the basis that they are Muslims who kill Jews in terrorist
operations amid the screams of Allahu Akbar, and we noticed that in
the past few years, in the Israeli exploitation of Daash's phenomenon
and their absolutely inhumane offenses to distort the image of the
Palestinians, where the latest was few days ago, the Israeli Prime
Minister's remarks that attempted to liken President Mahmoud Abbas
and the leaders of Daash, and his clear incitement against him in front
of the West.

2- The cultural, educational, pedagogical and linguistic

factor:

The vast majority of Jews who belong to the Zionist movement
who settled in Palestine before and after the Nakbba, were purely
western, especially those who came from Europe, the United States,
Canada, South Africa, Australia and some Latin American countries,
hence we find that, from then until the present days, there is a cultural,
intellectual and linguistic affinity between the Israelis from Western
roots and the Western society in general, and Israel is exploiting this
evidently in the oriented-to-west Media, where the West understands
the journalistic language and the distinctive accurate terminologies that
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change the stereotypical image of the
Palestinians
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Introduction:

It's well-known that not only the Israeli occupation is fighting the
Palestinian people and occupying their land only through military and
security capabilities, but also through soundly use of media by all
available instruments, depending on the culture and language in
persuading the public opinions especially the Western by the honesty
of its narration and the invalidity of the Palestinian, by relying on the
principle of deception in the first impression, or as they say; love at
first sight, where the Israeli media hasten to take the lead,
disseminating news and press reports, discussing their version of the
truth by their evidences, without giving any details about the
Palestinian narrative, or what are the causes of the Palestinian reactions
that erupted due to their actions, like if they are implicitly saying "He
hit me and cried, then raced me to complain!" and by virtue of the
simple experience which the Palestinian journalists went through while
covering the Israeli-Palestinian conflict over the past three decades, we
deduce that they're following this method since before the Nakba in
1948 to the present day.

The question here is: where are the Palestinian and Arab media
of that? And what have the official and unofficial Palestinian and Arab
media done about it? and what is necessarily required of us as media
men and organizations to handle that and to work on ratifying our
narrative? This is what will be explained during my participation.
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6- Addressing the American public opinion through the media
and the social media to explain the justice of the Palestinian cause and
to expose the Israeli racist policies.

7- Stimulating and developing the Arab and Palestinian lobby in
the United States to influence the decision-making process towards the
Palestinian issue.

8- Mobilizing the Palestinian, Arab and Muslim voters in the
United States to participate in and to influence the American
presidential and Congressional elections.

9- Developing and strengthening the relationships with the
American civil society organizations and universities who stand
against the Israeli occupation, settlements and racism.

10- Cooperate with the J Street group who is dedicated to the
two state solutions, and is opposed to Israeli settlement expansion in
the West Bank, and is totally opposed to American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) and its practices of supporting the Israeli
right wing.
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in exchange of ending Netanyahu's and his government's opposition of
the nuclear deal with Iran.

In spite of the fact that Israel has a massive political support from
both the American government, Congress and people, but there is an
evident shift among the general public and the political leaders to put
blame on Israel for the continuation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
And an increase in the Jewish American protest movement such as the
emergence of organizations like (J Street) in support of a two-state
solution and outs of the continued Israeli occupation and illegal
settlements in the West Bank. It has become abundantly clear that the
American people do not accept the killing of children and civilians in
Gaza, where there has been a salient change in the American popular
position about the Israeli aggressive assault on the Gaza Strip in the
summer of 2014. In addition, several criticisms were issued from the
American media about the policies of Netanyahu's government,
Especially from the American Jewish journalist Thomas Friedman,
regular writer in the New York Times.

As for the tools and methods that should be used in order to try
to gain the American political support, it reads thusly:

I- Continue the legal and diplomatic battle against Israel by
joining other UN agencies to delegitimize the practices of the
occupation.

2- Continue the battle against Israel at the International Criminal
Court (ICG), mainly the issue of Jewish settlement expansion in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem, as a violation of international
humanitarian law.

3- Developing and strengthening the non-violent popular
resistance against the Israeli occupation and settlements, which enjoys
the respect and support of the international community as well as for
the US.

4- Break the American monopoly of the Palestinian Israeli peace
process by inviting the United Nations, the European Union, and
Russia to intervene and push for a just solution to the Palestinian
cause.

5- Continuing the boycott campaign (BDS), besides supporting
divestment from Israel, as a successful and internationally accepted
tool in the struggle against Israel.
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state in Palestine, he eventually gave in to pressure of the US Jewish
lobby, which has increased strength in the aftermath of World War 11
and threatened to oppose the Democratic Party in the upcoming
presidential elections in November of that year, where the Jewish
support was key in the success of the Democrats in that election. At
that time was the famous phrase of US President Harry Truman: that
there was a small number of Arabs among his constituents, particularly
because at that time there were more than 200,000 Jewish voters who
voted for the Democratic Party in New York State only, the ruling
party back then, with the majority in the US Congress. Truman has
eventually recognized the state of Isracl on May 14, 1948, after eleven
minutes of the Declaration of the establishment of Israel.

Since then, the Jewish lobby has been practicing great pressure
on the successive American administrations, as there is a sweeping
support in the US Congress for the Jewish lobby in order to receive the
supportive Jewish voting in any future elections, noting that Jews do
not make up more than 2.5% of the proportion of the American
population, though they are firmly organized and their electoral
presence is concentrated in large states such as New York, California,
Florida, and Illinois. Therefore, presidential chair's contenders, as well
as members of Congress commonly aspire to get the Jewish financial
support, which seen as essential for the success of election campaigns,
in addition to that US politicians usually ingratiate oneself to the
American media, which is mostly controlled by the Jewish lobby.

While nothing in the horizon indicates that the Jewish lobby
might weaken or alter his bearings regarding resolving the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Still, the positions of the current Obama's
administration are completely in harmony with the interests of the
American Jewish lobby, Not least because the American position
against the Palestinian request to join the United Nations General
Assembly as an observer in the November 29, 2012, and thwarting
Arab draft resolution in December, which aimed to establish a
timetable for ending the Israeli occupation. In addition, Obama's
administration continues keeping silent towards all Jewish settlement
expansions in the West Bank and Jerusalem, which contradicts the
mternational humanitarian law and tantamount to war crimes, and even
worse, as in the increase of US support for Israel to $ 4 billion a year,
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support for Palestinian cause?

Dr. Mkhaimar Saud Abusada”

The question that comes to minds, Could the US political support
for the Palestinian cause be successfully gained, while we already
know too well that the US administration is completely biased in favor
of Israel, in undeniable strategic-alliance relationship. However, if the
answer is yes, then what are the necessary tools and methods that
should be used in order to attempt gaining the American political
support?

It goes without saying that the United States is still the dominant
superpower upon the international community and equally upon the
middle east, despite the well-known international competition from
Russia, as well as a regional rival of Iran, but this international and
regional vying for the Middle East have not so far succeeded in
breaking the US monopoly of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict file, and
still America sees itself as the sole sponsor of any political settlement
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, simultaneously continues rejecting
any interference to make a breakthrough in the conflict file, even by its
European allies. Therefore it's not possible for the Palestinians to seek
another broker, instead of the subjective American mediator.

Before going into the tools and methods that can be harnessed in
the attempt of gaining the US political support for Palestine, there has
to be a quick look at the nature of the American support for Israel and
the relationship of their consistent alliance. Noting that the United
States was the first country in the world to recognize Israel following
its establishment. And despite the fact that former US President Harry
Truman (1945-1953) mitially opposed the idea of establishing a Jewish

"Associate professor of political science, Al-Azhar University-Gaza
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have referred, but all remain insufficient unless being part of
comprehensive fighting strategy.

It is important to emphasize upon neutralizing the political
utilitarian exploitation in these significant steps, or dealing with it as a
tactical act, that intends to improve conditions in the negotiations,
which some might still fancying, or as a sort of carefully calculated
soft-struggle, which may embarrass but would never provoke, but
rather, there must be constructive steps amongst implementable others,
that constitute gradual and neat emancipation in order to disentangle of
the unjust negotiation rules, beside drawing serious and concrete steps
towards ending the occupation.

The initiative act is the one that takes the most advantage of the
available legal and diplomatic margins, and also seeks to create new
margins and other spaces of international engagement, in light of the
legal and moral power enjoyed by the Palestinian struggle.

And perhaps the most important to be done, especially after the
Palestine gain of a non-member State in the United Nations, on the one
hand, is the need to join international institutions, not just the signing
of international agreements, in order to maximize the clash with the
occupation, and to disarm any legitimacy of it and its non-stopping
crimes, beside taking advanced steps towards the accomplishment of
the required justice for the victims, and to emphasize once and for all
that justice and peace are not parallel lines that would never intersect,
but rather, they stipulate and require each other, since no peace without
justice, and no justice without the Palestinians obtaining of their
legitimate inalienable rights. In light of the accelerated developments
and the tremendously serious reality in the occupied Palestinian
territories, the internationalization, that aims to political and legal clash
of delegitimizing the occupation and its crimes, should also aim to
raise the profile of the state of Palestine, through more international
recognitions, so that it could become an integral member of civilized
nations group and to take the place it deserves amongst the members
and parties of that group, through various diplomatic actions and
diverse political, academic, artistic and sports activities ... etc.
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even Ukraine. The cost of that was —and still- extremely critical to the
Palestinian issue, where we are witnessing a negative shift and decline
of the question of Palestine, from being a forefront purview on the
international meeting agenda to occupy a place at the bottom ofit.

Therefore, at this particular time, the great significance of any
political, legal and diplomatic clash stands out as an initiative act, by
making a difference in the rules of the game, set by the ones who want
to reach to this tragic harvest in which we live today, of what
establishes for a political action of representatives of a people under
occupation, that shall carry forward from the reaction to the proactive
action, which was absent from the political action "struggle", that is
always irritated, rarely initiating and rankly servile, in a state of
vulnerability and exposure, what has dearly cost the Palestinians heavy
prices.

It is important to assert that the exaggeration of the results of this
act and the inflation of its expectations, which some might see, in light
of the immense imbalance in scales of power with the occupation, is
nothing but demagogy and selling of illusion. Gaining the Palestinians'
legitimate rights, as a people under occupation, will not be achieved by
decision of the Security Council or another UN body. This act must be
viewed in context of obligatory clash with the occupation beside
putting the world in front of its ethical and legal responsibilities and
manifesting the Palestinian issue in a different way, as a people under
occupation, yearning for freedom and emancipation.

Obtaining the new status of Palestine as a non-member state in
the UN, and the Palestine initiative for the convening of a special
session in the Human Rights Council of the United Nations in July
during the offensives on Gaza, and what it resulted of committee
formation to investigate the perpetrated crimes by the occupation. As
well as the request of President Mahmoud Abbas to the Swiss
government, on the tenth of the same month, during the assault on
Gaza, to hold a congress of the High Contracting Parties on Geneva
Convention, and later heading to the Security Council to issue a
resolution that ends the occupation, and to join the International
Criminal Court beside the signing of tens of international conventions,
particularly in human rights, are all exceptionally important steps that
must be viewed from the angle of the initiative act of clash, which we
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seizing lands, fragmenting its unity, and forcing its residents to live in
sealed cages.

When Israel unilaterally disengaged from Gaza Strip, in
September 2005, the essence of what the occupation strived for was
excellently strategic, disengagement from Gaza, and fragmenting the
political system besides killing any enablers for a Palestinian state,
even killing the idea of it in minds of Palestinians after killing it in
reality by practice. Through fragmenting the collective national
identity and driving Palestinians to search in taboos, where the reality
might have its role in fragmentizing that identity through coercive
pushing of rotten redefinition of entities, perhaps by looking in
synthetic identities in the shade of severe-dynamic political division on
one hand, and on the other hand, the failure of the peace process to
achieve the promised security, peace and prosperity to the Palestinians.

By clear understanding of that, and in order to block the way
upon what the occupation seeks for; incumbently, the Palestinian
political reaction have to be the initiator in case of continuous political,
legal and diplomatic battle, in order to emphasize that the Palestinian
territories, especially Jerusalem, are still occupied, and that the
occupying power bears full responsibility for it_according to the
provisions of Geneva Convention (IV) and the rules of international
humanitarian law, to come late is doubtlessly better than never come,
the diplomatic, legal and political work that the state of Palestine is
currently doing, in this defining moment, is not only important and
positive, but also must be given popular support, assistance and
backing.

It goes without saying that one of the Palestinian political
system's crisis manifestations lies in always working by reaction
precept, instead of acting by own, and in addition to the above
foreword, what happened -and still- of developments in the region, and
also in the world, actually requires proactive instead of responsive acts,
since the dynamics which the region has witnessed was in fact closer
to be a political tsunami, that hit the area and hasn't settled yet, which
had a political cost upon the Palestinians in substantive terms. After
being a central subject for great concern, The Palestinian issue has
witnessed regression in the international interest of it, for the sake of
new interests in areas of conflict such as Syria, Libya, Iraq, ISIS, and
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Whomever feel secure from punishment will inevitably offend
limitlessly, no doubt, in the absence of accountability and the
activation of its instruments as a legal and moral principle that founds
justice, the culprit will continue to perpetuate his crime, evading of all
moral and legal rules, furthermore, he'll avow boldly about what he's
committing.

That summarizes the crime scene, which occurs over and over
again, repeatedly committed criminality by Israeli occupation forces
against who more deserve for protection according to the rules of
international law, namely, the Palestinian civilians in the occupied
Palestinian territories. The internalizing question, which casts itself in
the face of whoever approaches the scene is: Why does Israel go to
extremes in perpetrating crimes throughout the Palestinian
territories? Not least, the extrajudicial executions of innocent people,
preceded by bombing houses on heads of their inhabitants, as well as
hospitals, ambulances, schools and facilities which raise the blue flag,
in addition to dispossessions and confiscations of lands.

In the absence of international volition to achieve the minimum
requirements of justice in this part of the world, the victim has no more
options except taking its case, past, present and future, in a one-way
path of striving for freedom, yearning for justice, lifting the oppression
and deterring criminals, through the reinforcement of the political and
legal clash with the occupation. The last two decades have shown
insolence of the fact that the State of the occupation, which took
advantage in a severe way of the unprecedentedly internationally-
supported slogan "Give peace a chance”, has attempted to change the
geographic and demographic features of the occupied territories by
irreversible permeative procedures, such as Judaizing the Holy City,
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- The need to provide active Palestinian and Arab media in
several foreign languages, to elucidate and express the Palestinian and
Arab issues in a professional and strong way.

- Ending the Palestinian division in order to unify all the efforts
to fight for the sake of the Palestinian cause.

- The necessity of pushing the EU to adopt an effective policy
that reflects their vision on the problems in the Arab world, away from
the dependence on the American vision.
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- Failure to develop unified Arab stance that works to attract
and strengthen the European role, where there is undeniable Arab split
between supporters of the European role and supporters of the US role.

- Weakness of the Palestinian influence and interaction in the
European countries on the official and popular levels, and Problematic
in the cultural and media segments.

- The inability of the Palestinian, Arab and Islamic
communities in forming powerful and pressuring lobbies on the EU
countries.

6- Recommendations:

- The Necessity of developing unified European position
towards the Palestinian issue, and having an active and effective role
that commensurate with the size of the EU. Beside, pursuing to take
executive steps and not just taking positions only.

- The need to develop unified Palestinian position towards the
European role, and striving to attract them to engage more in the
Palestinian issue on the level of initiatives and in terms of
implementation and support.

- Seeking to develop unified Arab position towards the
European role, and working on strengthening the coordination and
cooperation to benefit from the European role in supporting the Arab
issues, especially the Palestinian cause.

- Increasing the effectiveness of the Palestinian and Arab
communities in the European countries, in addition to forming strong
and effective lobbies, and ending the fragmentation and negative
competition between them.

- The necessity of making a change in the official Palestinian
and Arab diplomacy, and providing unified Palestinian and Arab
strategy in political positions.

- Trending towards strengthening the institutional and popular
networking between the Palestinian and Arab institutions and between
the European institutions within an unambiguous plan relies on public
diplomacy.

44



Dr. Khalid Mohammed Safi

countries and the consequent of the differences between the European
positions, have both led to concentrating the European diplomacy on
the Syrian crisis, therefore, European capitals witnessed active
diplomacy regarding the Syrian crisis and the problem of Syrian
refugees flow. And after the problem of the Palestinian refugees was
constituting the center of the political scene and the local, Arab,
regional and international media, the Iraqi scene came first, then the
Syrian one. And as a result, declining interest in the issue of the
Palestinian refugees as an integral part of the Palestinian cause.

4- The evolution of the European position:

We have to realize that the EU has entered a new phase in the
first decade of the twenty-first century, through not only maintaining
the role of the supplemental and economical supporter to the US role,
but through moving in a more active role by introducing initiatives in
the face of American initiatives. And we have seen many European
mitiatives, like:

- The Swiss initiative 2009

- The French initiative

- The New Zealand initiative.

5- Results:

- In spite of the noticeable progress in the European position
towards the Palestinian issue, but it is still below the required level.

- The failure to develop a unified European position towards
the Palestinian cause is weakening the European role.

- The US and Israel are working on marginalizing the European
role, because it's based on the international legitimacy which Israel is
seeking to evade always.

- There is no unified Palestinian position towards the European
position because of the division, and no unified strategic Palestinian
vision, or consensual political program.
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It can be said that before discussing how to gain a positive
European position, the Palestinian leadership should have serious
political willingness. It is clear that the Palestinian leadership lacks a
steady working strategy, instead they are depending on the policy of
reactions. Therefore, the fluctuation of the Palestinian position and its
weakness always makes it vulnerable to pressures. so in order to gain a
strong European position, we need firstly to word on strengthening
three integrated and overlapped circles, which are:

- The Palestinian circle, as a spearhead
- The Arab circle, as the main supporter
- The Islamic circle, as the main supporter also

- The Humanitarian circle, including the European support and
assistance

And without achieving strength and complementation in the
three circles, we'd never succeed gaining the forth circle.

And the most important mechanisms for earning the EU's
position are:

- Activating the official diplomacy

- Activating institutional diplomacy

- Promoting networking with academic institutions within the
boycotting campaigns

- Strengthening the role of Arab communities in interacting
with the European societies.

- Strengthening the role of the media to expose the daily Zionist
violations against the Palestinian people and their land, heritage and
institutions.

3- The Arab regional repercussions on the European position:

What the Arab region is witnessing of crises have dispersed the
European diplomacy, the Palestinian cause is no longer in the main
scene circle as it was, the Syrian crisis has become the forefront of the
Arab, regional and European political scene, due to the occurrence of
alliances and axes in the crisis, after the Arab, regional and
international interventions. The flow of Syrian refugees to European
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Noting that the European Union does not consider the Palestinian
cause as an independent policy, but rather as a part of a broader
comprehensive policy for the Arab region or the Middle East,
however, the Palestinian issue has a larger concern due to its relevance
with Israel which has special relationships with Europe from the rest of
the surrounding Arab countries. In addition to the fact that the
Palestine cause is within the Mediterranean, where it falls within the
European Neighbourhood region.

And The main important objectives of the European Neighbourhood
Policy are:

1- Preventing conflicts in the EU neighbourhood, and any acts of
aggression against it.

2- Settling existing conflicts and disputes, and trying to
accomplish stability.

3- Making strong economic, cultural and political partnerships
based on common values, prosperity and security.

4- Controlling the migration and all forms of smuggling into the
European Union.

5- Providing security for the EU citizens abroad.

The EU has realized that the Palestinian issue is the most
significant political issue in the Middle East. And that the Arab-
Palestinian-Israeli conflict takes the bulk of diplomatic work in the
region. Hence, the EU tried to act as a mediator by showing some sort
of neutrality and understanding of Palestinian rights.

But despite the EU's serious willingness and striving for playing
a pivotal role, because of their common interests in the Middle East,
still, the EU is suffering from the curtailment of their role by the US.

The EU's position that distinguishes them from the US's position
by virtue of international legitimacy is expressing independency, but
this independency at the level of the political situation lacks the
capacity to implementation.

2- Mechanisms of work, to obtain the European position:
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1- The roots of the European position and the stages of its
development:

Including Palestine, the Europe-Levant relations are profoundly
deep-seated throughout the history; there were the Greeks and
Romans, Byzantines, then the Islamic countries of Umayyad and
Abbasid, and Ottoman successions, which have reached to most of the
Eastern European countries till Vienna. Then, there were the Levant
subjection, including Palestine, to the Mandate system after the First
World War.

The European role was mainly supportive for the emergence of
the Zionist entity, where it received the support of Britain, France and
most of Western Europe. but, some western-European relationships,
have witnessed some sort of change after the 1967 war, where some
countries have begun to re-evaluate and draw their relationships in a
balanced or neutral way with the Arab countries and the Palestinian
Arab-Israeli conflict. Where significant interests of the European
countries are in the Arab Mashriq and the Middle East, especially in
the economic sphere, where the European countries see in the Middle
East a region of natural resources, particularly oil, which remains the
main source of energy worldwide. In addition to being a market for
European products. Therefore the view of the Europeans to their
relations with Arabs is based on several topics, including: economic
and monetary axis based on joint economic exchange, beside political
and security axis through creating an area that enjoys peace and
stability, and lastly developmental social humanitarian and cultural
axis.
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all is hope and a little bit of trust in order to build and in a way we
need to rebuild the negotiations towards the popular and the Quartet
met and confirmed that the security features are not enough to deter
violence between the two sides need to trust to build a Palestinian state
or two state solution. What the EU has called to take steps on the
ground which go beyond economic which really have to be steps
taking by Israel by it’s commitment to the Oslo agreement to push the
Palestinian cause formation independent state.
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development but also at the political way. Now what the EU has called
for what I really think is needed is an absolutely fundamental change
of the political, security, economic situation in Gaza and that means
first of all the end of the closure it means follow opening of the
crossing point in everything which comes with it we know that there is
support for reconstruction of Gaza, but not enough. Now of course the
situation in Gaza must be seen not only with humanitarian social and
economic context but must be seen not only with the political context
of what should hopefully one day become a peace process again and of
course in particular the context of the two states solution. In our view |
think this shared by many Gaza constituents. Not part of Palestinian
state and absolutely must be part of future state of Palestine. As you
know the European Union’s political approach, political cooperation
with the Palestinians but also all the financial and economic
cooperation actually serves the creating condition, hopes to support the
creation conditions for the implementation of two states solution and
that of course means we support Palestinians in implementation
democratic which will be necessary in the future state, I would like to
emphasize what assured by the ambassador and governor of Gaza, we
need international support. I think is the fact that the lack of progress
on the reconciliation leaves Palestine not only divided but also under-
minds ability of political leadership all political leadership regards
belongs to in institutions ready and able to support future state. We
will support any form of any of the solutions which calls for the
reduction of division and unify the Palestinians again. Now this is all
what we would like to see happening this little bit our vision but let’s
get back to talk about other than the fact events. I think the only way to
describe the current situation look like future is gloomy and no need to
pretend.

First of all we have reach situation into a state of equal
extensively on the need for a two state solution. We found a kind of
violence on his way to Gaza and west bank as a kind of solution to the
current crisis. We see demolitions new settlement expansion
announced by Israel in not too long, and unfortunately as already
mentioned we don’t see any perception for the Palestinians to unite
again. European union represented by Magreni had met with the
parties and confirmed that we need a commitment to reach
reconciliation. I think everybody agrees with we need to create first of
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First of all, I thank you for inviting me and for asking me about ,
I think the title has been the changes towards the Palestinian issue I
will start with disappointing you because our policy towards
Palestinian issue has been very cosistable so I will restate that has no
change and what we have insisted for the number of years. Now, I
think there is no alternative to the negotiations on behalf of the
European union, what is happening in the region reminds us of the pain
of the conflict and the current situation is not a solution, but the two
state solution is the only solution. I really would like to say what we
see today and what I think is very worry in the development that we
somehow start to accept new norm that how it is. The Second main
point is the EU does not recognize any changes for 1967 borders
including Jerusalem and will not support the annexation of Jerusalem
to Israel. Now thirdly and again this is well known we still consider the
settlements as absolutely illegal in all international laws and in all it’s
forms and the looting of property and the demolition of Palestinian
houses. I believe that the peace and two state solution agreement. I
think we very much understand and also share the frustration of many
in Palestine about what would you see in reality what would you see
happening on the ground in this regard in particular in the West Bank
and also in Jerusalem and all this because of the occupation settlement.
Now being Gaza of course it would be a big mistakes not to I am stress
in particular the situation in Gaza. | feel that the audience understand
more than me, the situation here is unsustainable it has no improved,
after the conflict last year (war) most of humanitarian, economic
situation are unsustainable. Not only on the humanitarian way and

' The text as “spoken” by Ms. Hauer in the conference
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joined efforts and seriously discussed the need to reform and put the
right man in the right place stressing the importance to achieve
transparency and democratic governance based on participation and
accountability as a necessary and important goal as long as the
governance based on democracy to strengthen the resilience of the
Palestinian people and enable them to achieve their rights to freedom,
independence and return.

Despite of the coherence amorphous nature of the Palestinian
NGO's Network and despite of the agreement is development,
democracy and human rights issues on the basis of ensuring good
governance and rule of law, there are differences in vision in respect of
direct political matters. The civil work is influenced by politics but has
no direct relations with it because it is the prerogative of the political
parties in the first place.

The Palestinian NGOs however have become convinced of the
need to review the process of national political process from the
beginning when Oslo accords were signed between Israel and the
Palestinians in 1993 and later Paris Economic Protocol in 1994. The
political process in the period following the transitional period which
ended in 4™ May 1999 is needed also to be reviewed due a sovereign
state of Palestine has not been yet recognized.

Thus, the efforts exerted that time by the Palestinian NGOs and
the statements that were issued as well as the organized and conducted
workshop, conferences and meetings as well as the formed coalitions,
were significantly needed due to the political troublesome and the
security control exercised by the governments both in the Gaza Strip
and West Bank due to sides' fears of organization of activities that
would undermine the control of the ruling government. The takeover
of the governance was justification to the security control and the
political and administrative takeover that reduced the public freedom
to the large degree and weakens the role and reduced the influence of
the Palestinian civil society.
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It aims to develop a society that respects public freedoms and
seeks to achieve sustainable human development that is dedicated to
empower and enhance people's abilities and increase people's
knowledge to expand their options. Hence, the author of this paper
tries to focus on the role of the Network to develop new ideas that lead
to adoption of a new political approach that would change for better
the current situation which considers the US sponsored bilateral
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations as a pillar but rather to internationalize
the Palestinian cause and join more international conventions and
treaties including the Rome Statute in the International Criminal Court
(ICC). The Palestinian NGO's Network seeks to strengthen the popular
resistance and the boycott campaign against Israel. It also seeks to
mobilize a wide international solidarity campaign and put the
Palestinian house as a prelude to end the internal Palestinian political
division and restore the status of the (PLO) as a representative of the
Palestinian national identity on the basis of partnership and democracy,
as well as to re-define the Palestinian Authority (PA) as a tool to
strengthen resilience not as a tool for security coordination and a tool
for managing the population affairs on the basis that the (PLO) is the
directive of the (PA) in addition to the significant need to achieve a
political and social agreement based on the definition of power.

The Palestinian NGOs focused on the national themes with an
aim to expose the Israeli occupation practices against the Palestinian
people and mobilize a wider popular solidarity campaign as well as to
strengthen the relationship with the international solidarity movements
in their countries. The Palestinian NGOs also focused on the subject of
democracy and that was embodied in the organizations defending of
the public freedoms and rejection of each State Security Court,
summons, political arrests and violation of the rights to freedom of
opinion and freedom of speech and violation of the rights of
association and right to peaceful assembly as well as violation to the
right to freedom of political action and labor union.

The Palestinian NGOs fought corruption, waste of funds,
concentration of power, and fought against elites and monopoly. They
fought as well as against the abuse of power of influence. They also
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This paper reviews the role of the Palestinian Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) as a part of the Palestinian civil society fabric to
end the Palestinian internal division; it reviews the attempts of the
NGOs to achieve internal reconciliation and the obstacles that
encountered the Palestinian NGOs while trying to achieve it. The paper
also aims to highlight the NGOs tools for action and influence on the
decision makers through mobilization of public opinion and activation
of negotiating committees, mediation, statements, workshops and
consultative meetings as well as through extended meetings and
conferences.

It's noteworthy to say that, Palestinian NGO's Network a
coordination body which includes more than 70 NGOs who work in
various fields, such as health rehabilitation, woman, youth and other
fields. Each of these 70 NGOs has its own vision and message that are
consistent and compatible and based on struggle to achieve the
national goals of the Palestinian people and national liberation. The
Palestinian NGO's Network seeks to develop a democratic Palestinian
society based on the rule of law and the principle of separation of
powers.
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4. Uphold the concept of separation of powers exercised
through the executive, legislative and judicial authorities.

5. Confirm and legalize the principle of the rule of law and the
principle of protection individuals and the public freedoms.

6. The institutionalization of the decision depends on the
structural and functional reforms of both the state and PLO institutions.
Mistakes must be accurately considered and overcome during the
reform in the foreseeable future by the deep legal and practical studies.
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Liberation Organizations (PLO) Palestinian National Authority (PNA)
organizations has also emerged.

The decision making process granted the Palestinian president
Mahmoud Abbas who exercise the executive, legislative and judicial
authorities due to the lack of clear separation of powers which is the
grantor of good governance.

Meanwhile, on the representative level, the Palestinian Authority
(PA) replaced the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). It has
become the representative of the Palestinians both in the Palestinian
territory and Diaspora through the Palestinian Authority institutions
and its diplomatic missions.

The legal problem faced by the Palestinian political system
emerged as a result of the absence of institutionalization of the process
of production and renovation of the political system through
democracy that is based on elections to sort powers and consolidation
of political system relies on elections and devolution of power as the
only and compulsory option.

The mentioned problems are not that comparable to the main
problem the faces the Palestinian political system; the most influential
problems are the split of the Palestinian political system between the
West Bank and Gaza Strip and the freeze the work of the Palestinian
Legislative Council (PLC) as well as the split of judiciary.

Actually, the mentioned above problems drive us to find solution
to get out of the problems and dilemmas that face the Palestinian
political system particularly in the phase of transformation to the State
of Palestine. Thus, This is mainly and conditionally associated with
two conditions which are as following:

I. A Complete achievement of reconciliation and restore the
geographical, political and national unity of the Palestinian State (Gaza
Strip and West Bank).

2. Take an immediate action to hold presidential and legislative
elections sort out the political forces and enshrines the democratic
approach as a basis for the rule and devolution of power in Palestine.

3. Legalize the relations between the PLO and the Palestinian
State through the PLO's national charter and the constitution of the
Palestinian state.
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emerged that served as a weight on the Palestinian political practices as
a result of roles' disorganization and mix-up, power overlapping, and
marginalization of one group for the benefit of another between the
Palestinian Authority (PA) and the Palestinian State institutions that
founded after PA's establishment and the Palestinian Liberation
Organization (PLO) as a supreme political authority. The other
dilemma was related to the national strategic plan that was divided due
to the assignment of the responsibility to the ministries between the
development of state institutions and strengthening of the state and
liberate it from the occupation.

Meanwhile, the third dilemma emerged recently as a result of
the internal division and political fragmentation and lack of a unified
political system.

These dilemmas have its implications on the Palestinian
decision-making and the role of the Palestinian state institutions. Thus,
the following two key questions emerged: The first one, Are the
Palestinian State institutions are decision-makers or partners, or
supportive? While, the second one , Are the State institutions are
eligible or must be activated or must be rebuilt? And What is the role
of each the executive and legislative authorities in decision making to
identify the role of each executive, legislative and judicial authorities
in the formulation and support of the political decision?

Thus, Despite studying the role of the Palestinian state
institutions in the Palestinian strategic and political decision-making,
we went back to square one which means that the same previous
functional, structural, representational and legal problems related to the
role of the Post-Oslo Palestinian Authority's institution in the
Palestinian decision-making.

Since the establishment of the Palestinian Authority (PA) after
the historic Oslo Accords were signed between Israel and the
Palestinians, a state of functional overlapping between the Palestinian
Authority and the Palestinian Liberation Organization prevailed the
political action and peace negotiation with Israel and the foreign
relations namely relations with the states that sponsored peace
negotiations. The functional overlapping between the PA and the PLO
caused a decline in the role of the PLO in favor of the PA even in the
financial issue. The functional overlapping between the Palestinian
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The Palestinian Authority (PA) led a diplomatic battle; through
its embassies abroad, in the international arena including the UN
Security Council. On November 29, 2012 Palestine gained the
international recognition as a non-member observer state status in the
UN General Assembly. The Palestinian efforts continued to change the
public opinion towards the Palestinian cause until the state of Palestine
was internationally recognized and most recently recognized by the
Vatican.

Later after these significant crucial diplomatic achievements, the
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas issued a decree to replace the
PNA by State of Palestine. According to the decree all Palestinian
official stamps, documents, passports, transactions, board signs and
internal mail will use the State of Palestine rather than the name of
"PNA". This step by itself perpetuates the components of the political
system in Palestine as an independent state that has its own authority
and state institutions. The Palestinian Authority started also launched a
reform campaign to its institutions in the West Bank. This Palestinian
Authority's diligent approach demonstrates the obvious choice of the
Palestinian leadership and the changes in the Palestinian Political
Approach.

Following these changes, several questions have emerged
regarding the nature and extent of the participation of the Palestinian
state institution in the Palestinian decision-making. Range of dilemmas
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on the integration of all parties within the PLO without
marginalization or exclusion of any party. If the Palestinian
national cause has to succeed in the future, this vision should be
the culture and values of all parties.

The last point I wish to emphasize on and to refer to; the
PLO 1is the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people, which is responsible for all Palestinians national affairs
at home and abroad wuntil the full establishment of the
independent ~ Palestinian  state, and even  beyond  the
establishment of the state. The PLO must have a special role
that should be determined at the time. But until that time we
should still work to activate and develop the PLO institutions,
on the basis of national unity for all Palestinian spectrums.
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Palestinian ~ National = Authority (PNA) on the Palestinian
Territory for interim period until the fulfilling a Palestinian
state. Last but not least, the United Nations General Assembly
resolution  67/19im 2012 that upgraded  Palestine to non-
member observer state status in the United Nations was the last
legal step, which ensures a new legal status for the Palestinians
to act legally within the international law.

Now, what should be done to end the split
between...... and to keep the political transformation process?

The most important issue is to retain the role of the PLO
that characterized by the legal status and full international
recognition, to be considered as a sole legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people inside and outside Palestine, taking
into consideration that the PLO main mission is now to ensure
the right of return for the Palestinians.

The other issue is the separation of power between state
institutions, “PLO and Palestine state institutions”. The
separation process should be in the sense of competences
between the two bodies. It is not intended to be a mechanical
separation, but rather a functional separation, with overlaps,
interdependence, and tasks assigning between the role of PLO
departments and the role of the state institutions.

With regards to the external representation, I think it is
essential in the next future that the representation should be a
subject of state of Palestine. Until resolving this issue
definitively, it must remain within the framework of the PLO as
it still possesses the representative capacity by the moment.

Another issue in this regard: What are the possibilities
that enable the Palestinians to formulate a unified Palestinian
national decision? It should be a task within the framework of
the temporary acting leadership, which includes all Palestinian
factions.

How to formulate a national vision? How we could work
to formulate a national political approach that expresses the
visions of all factions and movements in the framework of the
Palestine Liberation Organization? This vision must be based
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The PLO gained appreciation as legal representative of
the Palestinians in the Arab and international level, which has
become the authority in the context of the Palestinian national
program, and in ensuring its implementation. The PLO, from
the beginning, was interested in creating wide networks of
alliances throughout building Arab and international relations,
by which PLO can disseminate the Palestinian political program
in order to gain international support. Furthermore the PLO was
more and more involved in the administration of Palestinian
civilian affairs, e.g. the joint Palestinian-Jordanian committee.

The most important transformations of the PLO political
program took place in 1974 when the PLO's Ten Point Program
was developed. It is the name of the program that accepted by
the Palestinian National Council (PNC), the legislative body of
the PLO, during the meeting of the PNC which was held in
Cairo 1974. The plan called for the establishment of a national
authority over every part of Palestinian territory that is
liberated. The program implied that the liberation of Palestine
could be partially and in stages. The plan allowed the PLO to
engage in diplomatic channels, and provided validation for
future compromises made by the Palestinian leadership.

Throughout this vision, the PLO was able to promote
peaceful approach that used in the independent declaration of
Palestine state on 15 November 1988 in Algiers. The political
approach in that time has taken into consideration the
international political changes, e.g. the tensions between the
USA and Ex-Soviet Union. Beside the independent declaration
document that contains the political, economic, and social
principles of the upcoming Palestinian state, on the basis of the
guarantee of human rights and democratic character of this
state. The PLO also launched officially in that time the
Palestinian  vision for peace, which is based on the
implementation of the UN security council resolutions 242 and
338. The Oslo Accords that signed in 1993 marked the
launching of the Oslo process, which aimed at achieving a
peace-treaty based on the mentioned UN Resolutions, and to
fulfill the right of the Palestinian people for self-determination.
According to the Oslo accord the PLO established the
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First of all it is worth to mention here that the
establishment of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)
aimed mainly at the liberation of the historic Palestine, it means
the territory inside the 1948 borders. Even until now the slogan
of PLO is designed for this purpose and indicates the unity of
the Palestinian territories and right of return. So that the
political program of the PLO contains the idea of the
independent democratic state and coexistence for all human
races. Even after 1967, the independence and right of return of
refugees are still remained as the main political issues of the
agenda of the PLO. The beginning of a new transformation
process within the PLO national agenda was slowly formed
after the 1973 war. At that time, new regional and international
political developments created new circumstances that helped
in shifting the approach in forming a new Palestinian interim
political Program. The new approach based on achieving the
national objective throughout three principles: Right of return,
Self-determination, and Establishing the Palestinian State with
the capital Al-Quds Sharif.

*
Member of PLO Executive committee
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e Reconstruct the Gaza Strip.

Thus, to achieve the above-mentioned strategic objectives, the
Palestinian leadership must exploit the membership of Palestine in the
international organizations, and complete the process of joining the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Moreover, it must achieve national
reconciliation and unity, and active the PLO and its role, and build on
mass action as a base for political action.
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1. Accesses to the available resources in the Palestinian
territories in exploit them.

2. Abolish the customs union and economic dependence of
Israel, but instead expand the economic relations with the entire world.

3. Liberalize of the Palestinian economy and remove the
restrictions that impede the economic development.

4. Re-strengthen the economic unity of the Palestinian
territories.

The Palestinian Authority (PA) must take the following
actions:

1. Reconsider the Paris Protocol.

Some believe that there is a particular need to cancel the
agreement and instead of it search for an alternative that offers
opportunity for the rehabilitation of the Palestinian economy. Others,
meanwhile, believe that substantial amendments to the agreement and
the agreement's implementation will be a more realistic solution. It
may be useful to deal with both views as successive stages by which is
meant that the amendment stage will inevitably lead to abolish the
protocol.

2. Re-view the aids provided to the Palestinian Authority (PA) in
terms of the conditions imposed by the donors, mechanisms,
references, the Israeli role and the optimal utilization of the aids.

3. Seeking implement to the economic plan adopted by the
Council of Ministers, under the title of "Government's Plan to
Strengthen Competitiveness of the National Product and Strengthen
the Palestinian Economy."

The following are the main axes of the plan:

e Support and encourage the national product.

e Organize 1mporting of products and encourage direct
importing.

¢ Protect the national product and decrease the Israel products
flow into the Palestinian market.

e Strengthen partnership between each of public and private
sectors on one hand and civil society organizations on the other hand.

¢ Organize the work of the agricultural sector.
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financial aids to the Palestinian budget as a part of an international
development vision that does not necessarily consistent with the
Palestinian national vision to achieve development.

New Economic Vision:

As part of the Palestinian president's speech before the
Palestinian Central Council and the Council's recommendations in this
regard, the Palestinian Authority floated the elements of the new
economic vision presented by the Ministry of Economy. The elements
of the new economic vision are as follows:

1. Reformulation of the economic relations with Israel
through another different agreement which is based on free trade and
ensures a balance and openness to the world.

2. Implementation of the economic reform program, to
supply the productive sectors including industry and agriculture, and
facilitation of trade and regulate the local market.

3. Encouragement of new investments in the vital sectors.

The Palestinian Authority (PA) seeking to take advantage of its
accession to the international organizations and its membership in the
World Trade Organization; which might provide it (PA) with new
tools to support its new economic orientations.

The Needed Economic Strategy:

The new political changes are a significant opportunity to start
developing a strategy to change the terms of reference governing the
economic relations with Israel, and develop practical programs to
implement the strategy. Due the economic situation of the Palestinian
Authority no longer afford more than this weakness and deterioration.
Serious efforts must be exerted to review all the requirement to
reformulate the Palestinian economic relations with Israel.

Strategic Objectives:

In line with the main goals of the strategy which is a re-
correction of economic relations, the objectives of the strategy should
be conducive to laying the necessary and the appropriate foundations
to solve all the economic dilemmas. In this regard, we suggest the
following objectives:
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This paper addresses the key features of an appropriate economic
strategy that is necessarily needed to support the new political actions
of the Palestinian leadership. Thus, if we are to experience an actual
change on the political arena, we have then to reconsider relations with
Israel. We urgently need to mainly reconsider the Palestinian economic
relations with Israel.

The Palestinian economic relations with Israel clearly and highly
affected the economic and development orientations of the Palestinian
Authority mainly after the PA-Israel economic agreement the
"Protocol on Economic Relation" also known as (Paris Protocol)
annexed to Oslo Accords signed in 1993. The unilateral customs union
on which the Paris Protocol based, thwarted the Palestinian
development efforts, due Israel imposed of trade, monetary and fiscal
policies on the union, despite the inequality and great disparity
between the Palestinian and Israeli economies, which reinforced the
negative impacts and repercussions of the implementation of the
agreement.

The Palestinian Authority has suffered on the economic level
from each Paris Protocol and its applications and interventions of the
donors and the international organizations. The Palestinian Authority
jumped into a vicious circle, due to the Israeli interventions and the
dictates of donors which caused structural abnormalities in the
Palestinian economy as a result of reliance on the international
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with the period 2008 — 2011; a state which forced the Palestinian
Authority to borrow currency from domestic markets and caused
accumulation of internal debt and reduced possibility of borrowing
from banks, pension fund and the private sector.

Now, the question is: What is supposed to be done to get out
of the complex economic crisis?

My quick and brief answer is: the economic crisis would never
be resolved economically but rather politically. Due it would be
impossible to get out of the bottleneck, without freeing the Palestinian
economy either partially or completely and without putting an end to
the Israeli blockade and closures. It is clear that finding a solution to
the economic crisis would be achieved without enough international
pressure. [ believe that the recent steps taken by the Palestinian
leadership to turn the page on the Oslo accords and their turn to the
United Nations are the first step towards the solution. This step must
be associated with serious efforts to put the Palestinian house in order
particularly on the subject of reconciliation. The Palestinian leadership
must exert greatest efforts to achieve a comprehensive national unity
and reconciliation and join the UN agencies. It must also seek trial to
the Israeli war criminals and isolation and boycott to Israel. The
Palestinian leadership must urge the Arab states to support the
Palestinian efforts in the international arena. It also must demand the
Arab states to exploit their friendly relations with the US
administration which supports the Israeli occupation and protects Israel
in the UN and other international institutions. The time has come to
exploit the relations between the Arab states and US that exceed
annually hundreds of billions, to turn words into actions, and compel
the Israeli government to recognize the independent state of Palestine
with 1967 borders with a capital in East Jerusalem.
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expansion and stepped up land confiscation, settlement construction
and new settlements construction. It continued to Judize East
Jerusalem, demolish of the Palestinian houses and destruction and
vandalizing the Palestinian farms as well as logging. Israel turned a
blind eye on its settler’s attacks on the Palestinian people and their
destruction to the Palestinians' property and tree cut. Moreover, it
turned a blind eye on the settler’s attacks on the Palestinian farmers
and blocking them from accessing their own lands and farms
particularly the olive farms during the harvest seasons.

Failure to replace the Israeli-Palestinian interim agreement with a
final-status agreement and the Israeli government's non-commitment to
implement the reached agreements as well as continuation to use
military machine and military and civilian bodies and settlers to violate
the Palestinian people's human rights, led to disastrous results on the
various aspects of the Palestinian life in general and the Palestinian
economy in particular.

The heavy losses suffered by the Palestinian people and
particularly their small economy due to the Israeli occupation's
policies, attitudes and behaviors since the beginning of this century,
increased political uncertainty and uncertainty that severely impacted
the Palestinian business sector. They also increased risks and raised
the investment costs in an unprecedented way. As a result of the heavy
losses, most of the foreign aids have been converted to cover the
budget deficit and relief work. They caused distortion of the
Palestinian economy and a decline in the fragile economic growth that
have been achieved during the period 2006 — 2011in the West Bank
and during the period 2010 — 2011 in the Gaza Strip. Moreover, the
heavy losses pushed the Palestinian economy; which has already
suffered from recession due to the high rates of unprecedented
unemployment, poverty and food insecurity, into recession.

It noteworthy to say the Palestinian Authority's (PA)
sustainability has been under risk. The economic growth; needed to
increase the PA's revenues from the taxes and customs that are needed
to reduce its budget deficit, has been hard to achieve in view of facts.
The Palestinian Authority failed to freeze expenditure in the light of
growing needs of the population to educational, health and social
protection services. The foreign aids fell by half after 2012 compared
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landfills and terrestrial communication lines establishment as well as
wireless frequency's lines and towers installation.

Secondly, Israeli governments' non-implementation to
number of terms of the reached agreements including the Paris
Protocol on economic relations between Israel and the PLO.

For instance, Israel has not committed to open the Israeli markets
to the Palestinian agricultural commodities, and has not treated the
Palestinian importers and exporters and their Israeli counterparts in its
airports and seaports the same treatment. It, moreover, prevented
creation of a safe passageway between the West Bank and Gaza Strip
and expelled police and customs officers from al-Karama border
crossing. Israel has not adhered to hold meetings with the Joint
Economic Committee to discuss increasing the quantities of the
imported goods as set in the Palestinian trade policy (lists A and B).
Israel has not adhered to the purchase taxes to the Palestinian treasury
and has not fulfilled its obligation not to arbitrarily expel the
Palestinian workers in Israel from their work places.

Thirdly, Israel continues acts of aggression against the
Palestinian people and violates their rights.

Israel practiced all forms of oppression, murder and detention
against the Palestinian civilians. It has exercised all forms of wanton
destruction of the infrastructure and vandalized the Palestinian public
and private utilities. Moreover, Israel besieged late Palestinian
president Yasser Arafat during its comprehensive aggression against
the Palestinian people in the beginning of the third millennium
between 2000 and 2002. The Israeli practices caused a reduction in the
Palestinian Gross Domestic Production (GDP) about 30 percent
compared to the year 1999. The Israeli repeated aggressions on the
Gaza Strip in 2008/2009 and 2012 as well as 2014 caused severe
casualties among the civilian population and reduced the Great
Domestic Production (GDP) of the Gaza Strip by half of what it was
in 2006. The construction of the apartheid wall tightened the Israeli
siege on Jerusalem and drove thousands of Palestinian families from
their lands and farms. It also led Israel to continue its closures of the
West Bank and build more than 600 barriers that paralyzed the internal
trade. Israel doubled the cost of transportation and goods
transportation. Over the past decade, Israel continued the settlement
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the few resources that remained under their control. These practices
weakened the Palestinian economy’s ability to achieve economic
growth to accommodate their workforce and produce goods and
services they need. They also led to subjugate the Palestinian economy
to a double dependency: Dependency on work due to having the
Palestinian labor force to look for work in other markets especially in
the Israeli markets, and dependency on goods and services due to
having to search for most of the needed goods and services in Israel.

In spite of the Paris Protocol on the economic relations signed in
1994 between the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) and the
government of Israel; which was later annexed to Cairo agreement
signed in May 1995 and the agreement signed between Israel and the
Palestinians in Washington in September 1995 which all together
granted the Palestinian economy an opportunity to grow, Israel was
irresponsible to commit to agreements and conventions signed with the
(PLO) and implement them in good faith. It thwarted to the
negotiations on "final status" for which both sides' negotiator agreed to
replace it with final status agreement signed in September 1999, and it
continues arrangements to sign interim truce. Israel, hence, closed all
doors for a real development in the Palestinian economy. This
happened due to three main reasons:

First : The Interim Agreements between Israel and the
Palestinians kept all the keys to the future development and growth
of the Palestinian economy in the hands of the occupation
authorities.

The Palestinian ability to use the keys of their future
development 'the natural resources' are subject to the Israeli occupation
approval. The Israeli occupation has been committing ‘political
blackmail' against the Palestinian Authority and forces it to give up its
goals to access and use the natural and economic resources and
commercial crossings as well as the internal trade routes between cities
and public revenues to the Palestinian treasury. Moreover, the approval
includes the exploitation of water resources in the Areas (A) and (B) in
the West Bank controlled by the Palestinian Authority. It also includes
the Israeli occupation's approval to allow the implementation of
infrastructure projects in the Area (C) including roads construction,
water, electricity and sanitation networks establishment, solid waste
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The Israeli Occupation: Negative Impacts
on the Palestinian Economy & Ways to
Address Them

Dr. Samir Abdullah

The origins of the Israeli occupation's policy towards the
Palestinian economy and society date back to the occupation's Zionist
colonial settlement project which began during the period of the
British Mandate over Palestine. The features of the Israeli occupation's
policy became apparent in the Israeli occupation's takeover of the
Palestinian lands and the forced displacement to the Palestinian people;
the majority of whom were expelled out of Palestine in 1948, and the
forced displacement of others; who were driven out from their own
lands to be forced to stay in any other city as refugees to be
accumulated in town and villages locate in small geographic areas that
have been gradually confiscated and erased by the Israeli occupation;
which extended control over the majority of the Palestinian lands
within the Green Line.

The practices of the Zionist project leaders since the British
Mandate over Palestine have been repeated by their descendants since
the June 1967 war. Since the first day of the 1967 war, the Israeli
occupation excludes the natural and economic resources such as land,
water, East Jerusalem and the natural resources of the Dead Sea and
other economic and natural resources as well. The Israeli occupation
practices prevented the Palestinians from using the various policies and
procedures as well as administrative and economic means to exploit
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Mr. Hani Al-Masri

between the right and the left focus on the socio-economic agenda and
relation between the state and religion on one hand and generally the
Israeli position towards the Palestinian cause on the other hand. The
disputes between the Israeli parties over the Palestinian cause are
minor. Rejecting voices always raised by the central Zionist parties. As
a result, peace process with the Palestinians did not occupy that
importance in the election campaigns that took place in the previous
election cycles.

The overthrow of the bilateral negotiations option and the
adoption of a new approach that relies on multiple strategies
simultaneously and in parallel within the same long-term and dealing
with the approach as a strategy not a tactic; for instance, strengthening
the steadfastness of the Palestinian people and their adherence to the
land of Palestine and foil the Israeli schemes and options and reduce
the damages and loss and undo concessions that were made over the
previous stage and rebuilding the PLO and organizing its
representation as the sole legitimate representative for the Palestinian
people as well as internationalization of the Palestinian cause and
continue supporting and advocating for the cause up to the hilt and
focusing on the comprehensive boycott of Israel and use all forms of
resistance against Israel on condition that these forms will be
associated with a national strategy as a subject of national interest.
Moreover, joining the international and the UN organizations and
treaties and advocate the Palestinian rights, and joining the Hague-
based International Criminal Court and giving the priority to ending
the internal division and restoring the national unity on the basis of
common denominators and consensual democracy and genuine
partnership. All these together could make the occupation of the
Palestinian lands cost Israel and its supporters dearly, and impose
isolation, boycott and sanction upon it and its supporters. They also
increase the internal contradictions in Israel so that achieving the
minimum of Palestinian national goals could become achievable.
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born after "Likud" and was an extension the "Likud"; meanwhile, the
third phase is dominated by other parties newcomers Sephardic Jews in
addition to the "Likud" party as well as the Haredi Jews who do belong
to the religious Zionism and some religious "ulta Orthodox" parties.

This change in the phases left impacts on the results of the recent
Israeli elections and will mainly affect the Israel-Palestinian conflict,
which means that there are no prospects to achieve settlement with the
Palestinians who may escalate conflict at all levels with Israel. The
overlap between the state and religion has emerged in Israel. There is
also a speech turn in Israel. The Speech has turned into a new-liberal
religious extremist speech calling for the expansion of Israeli
settlements on the Palestinian lands. All this coincided with the rise of
a new force in the Israeli society; which is the "West Bank" settlers
who make up 10% of the population of Israel and source of power for
each the "Likud" party and the right wing of Israel which was relying
in the past on the Sephardic Jews. Thus, they will together with the
"Haredi" Jews and other religious groups play a big role to set the
political and social agenda of the next government.

Based on the mentioned above, illusions about achievement of
any progress or compromise with Israel in general and with such
Israeli religious government in particular must be dropped. Any
perspectives to resume US-sponsored bilateral peace negotiations and
even if these negotiations would be internationally sponsored must be
dropped. We must rather uphold that the central Palestinian objective
must in this phase focus on the need to work on multiple strategies to
change the balance of powers before talking about negotiations.

Negotiations that can be accepted by both sides but cannot be
conducted under the dysfunctional current balances of powers in favor
of Israel, aim at implementing the international law and UN resolutions
concerning to the Palestinian cause on condition that they be held
within an international conference to set a timetable to end the Israeli
occupation and set terms to implement the agreements concluded with
Israel.

Thus, in the light of the currently dominant political trend in
Israel which is linked to the right-wing, the ongoing real competition is
actually the competition between the religious right wing and the
secular right-wing. The differences and disputes emerged particularly
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How could the Palestinians cope with the
Israeli Policy?

Mr. Hani Al-Masri

This paper discusses the proper methods that the Palestinian
people could use to face the Israeli policy after the Israeli election
results and the formation of the most extreme government since the
foundation of the State of Israel.

The methods address the racist Zionist colonial settlement
project that Israel embodies and considered as an extension for it.
Israel has not yet completed its settlement project. The project still has
been continued and the project's operators are more and more clinging
to the original objectives of the project and the motives behind this
project especially in the light of the continued and increased Israeli
trend towards the extreme right. The racist colonial Zionist project
seeks to annex and confiscate as much largest areas as possible and
expel as much population as possible to achieve the desired goal of
turning Israel into a Jewish only state. It's noteworthy to say that Israel
is not only a state but it is an embodiment of a settlement colonial
project.

The signification of the Israeli elections and the formation of the
Israeli most extreme government is very important due it indicates that
Israel entered the third phase where the Israeli government is
dominated by more extreme and religious parties. According to the
annual strategic report issued by "Madar" center , the first phase was
when Israel was dominated by "Merah" party which born after Israel's
"Labor Party" and considered as an extension of the Labor Party of
Israel, meanwhile the second phase was dominated by "Herut" party
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specific task or time-bound national unity government than
any other reason?

The formation of a government within a reached
agreement is a significant first step forward to achieve
national goals if compared to the current situation. We hope
that the formation of the Palestinian unity government won't
be a tactical or circumstantial action. We should deal with
the formation of the national unity government as strategic
and necessarily needed action for the Palestinian people and
as an obstacle that impeded the success of the national
project.

We stress once again that the Palestinian people has no
options than to achieve the national reconciliation for which
they have to form a non-party government of technocrats to
be the government of all people regardless of people's
political affiliations either the blockade of Gaza lift or not.
The national unity government is consistent with the
implementation of the terms of the reconciliation agreement
as a national object.
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D. Ibrahim Ibrach

weapons still impede the work of the Lebanese government
until these days. Based on this, Hamas Islamic movement
and the Islamic Jihad as well as the rest armed groups will
refuse to dissolve their military wings and even they will
refuse to be integrated in the state security apparatus
considering themselves movements founded to resist the
occupation as long as it exists. What then prevents Fatah
movement from possession of weapons and formation of
militias and establishment of training camps and
participation in armed marches as do the rest Palestinian
armed groups?

What if the blockade imposed on Gaza won't be lift? If
Gaza won't be reconstructed? The salaries of ex-Hamas
government employees won't be paid? General elections
won't be held? What will be the fate of the unity
government? Will it be dissolved? What will be the
consequences on the unity government's dissolution on the
Palestinian political system and the national project? Is the
formation of the Palestinian unity government is necessary
only to lift the blockade of Gaza and open the Egypt-
Palestinian Rafah crossing border? Is the unity government
formation needed to improve and strengthen the position of
the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) in case of
returning to negotiations with Israel or even leading
international legitimacy battle against it? Do these points
deserve attention and cannot even be ignored? Or the
formation of a national unity government is necessity? The
Israeli blockade and the political crisis that hit both
governments in Gaza and West Bank forced much to form
the national unity government. Isn't the Israeli continued
occupation and terrorism more motivating to form a non
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Gaza Strip mainly after the last summer offensive, despite
Hamas sought to keep its security control in the Gaza Strip.
Meanwhile, others believe that the Al-Shati reconciliation
agreement is a quota between the rivals (Fatah and Hamas)
and not only to share the ministerial posts but also share the
territory; where Fatah controls the West Bank while Hamas
controls the Gaza Strip. However, others believe that
negotiations held in Al-Shati refugee camp was a response to
the pressures placed by Egypt on the parties of division, to
improve the image of Egypt; who is accused of keeping the
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip besieged, and secure Egypt's
role to a sponsor for reconciliation talks and mediator
between Hamas and Fatah for long years ahead. Moreover,
both the awareness-raising and tactical efforts exerted by
both Fatah and Hamas to raise the awareness of the
Palestinian society on the importance to achieve
reconciliation and the need to national unity government; all
these together raised people's and official's concerns of the
role and future of the national unity government. Thus, we
wish the unity government and its expected role and
achievements on the ground would dissipate these concerns.

Moreover, another concerning questions that aim not to
impede the achieving the reconciliation but pave the way to
deal with a more difficult phase that needs awareness and
will. The following are the raised questions that raise the
Palestinians concern:  How would the national unity
government or even any post-elections future government
will deal with the weapons of resistance? Will the
Palestinian resistance undergo the Lebanese Hezbollah
experience and repeat it regarding the question of the future
of the resistance weapons? Note that Hezbollah refuses to
dissolve the movement's weapons considering them
resistance weapons, as a result the question of Hezbollah
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the current national unity government have not yet studied
the lesson learnt from the experiences their underwent in the
past during the Hamas-Fatah Mecca agreement; that
agreement over which Saudi Arabia exerted pressures on
both division parties to agree upon the terms of the
agreement even if both parties have no intention to achieve
reconciliation at least to force Israel to leave blockade it
imposes on the Palestinian Authority and to rescue Fatah and
Hamas from political, organizational and financial
dilemmas, without even forcing the division parties to think
of and create a new national strategy and without paying any
attention to the 18 terms of the national reconciliation
agreement among of which was the term of forming a unity
government. The same happened when the national unity
government was formed later after a reconciliation meeting
was held on 23th of April 2014 in al-Shati refugee camp in
Gaza where parties of division focused on the need to form a
government with intention to solve the salary problems only;
meanwhile, it ignored the rest of outstanding issues.

Eight years later after the Palestinian internal division,
roles to achieve the national reconciliation were activated
and more efforts were exerted and that were embodied in the
Al-Shati refugee camp meeting between the parties of
division in April 23, 2014. We wished and still wish, that
the reconciliation efforts would not focus only to form the
unity government and ignore the rest terms of the agreement
as included in Fatah-Hamas Mecca agreement signed in the
city of Mecca on February 8,2007.

Even at the government level, some bet that the
technocrats government will secure the salaries of Hamas
government employees in the Gaza Strip and will encourage
Israel to ease its blockade and will rebuild the destroyed
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been constitutionally illegitimate (in accordance with the
Basic Law). If we had had a national strategy, there would
have been no exchange of accusations of treason and
blasphemy between those who supposed to be leaders of the
national project. If we had had a national strategy the
national consensus government would not have failed to
carry out its functions.

Over the period of the Palestinian Authority's control in
the Palestinian territories, two legislative elections were
held; one held in 1996 and other in 2006, in addition to the
two rounds of presidential elections and one round of
municipal elections. However, these rounds of elections
unfortunately failed to either solve the political dilemmas or
achieve political partnership or even found an outcome to
the disputes between the Palestinian political factions over
the national constants and references. The Palestinian
elections failed to unify the political actions of Fatah and
Hamas movements during the Palestinian Authority rule
stage and the existence of one unified government ruling
both in the West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1994 and until
the political split between the largest Palestinian factions
Fatah and Hamas occurred in 2006. Thus, after all, could
you expect the presidential and legislative elections to find
solutions to the intractable issues related to the political
system in particular and the political situation and actions on
the ground in general in the light of the current political
division fueled by Israel and Arab and regional powers?

The current national unity government born in most
tragic circumstances than ever. It seems that the parties of
the internal division the same who previously agreed to form



D. Ibrahim Ibrach

The strategy absence caused failure of the Palestinian
leadership on various levels. It also caused a lack of political
clarity in the Palestinian political system particularly after
Hamas takeover of the Gaza Strip in June 2007 and the
expulsion of Fatah party from Gaza and a result fully
separating the Gaza Strip from the Fatah-controlled West
Bank. Thus, the failure of the Palestinian leadership and the
failure that afflict the Palestinian cause has not been a
destiny and not resulted by Israel. Destiny has nothing to do
with the political affairs. Hence, even if Israel is our enemy,
Hamas and Islamic Jihad were found to confront it and no to
justify their inability to achieve goals with the existence of
occupation.

In case of the existence of a national strategy in the
current time, what objectives frame and reference it
includes? And in case of the existence of a national strategy,
I wonder whether it is a strategy of resistance and Jihad on
which Hamas and Islamic Jihad always stress? Or a strategy
of peace and settlement that has been pursued by the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)? .. Actually, If
we had had a real national strategy, we would have constants
that forced us to achieve national reconciliation. If we had
had a national strategy, we would never disputed and split,
and the repeated reconciliation rounds of talks would never
failed. If we had had a national strategy, the multiple
understandings would not have been announced in Cairo in
2005 and later in 2006 and Cairo agreement would not have
been signed in 2008 and the reconciliation agreement
document would not have been signed in May 2011 and later
in Al-Shati refugee camp in 23 April 2014. Unfortunately,
none of them have been implemented. If we had had a
national strategy the existing institutions would not have
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Therefore, everyone believes that continuation of division
impedes the development of a national strategy that would
face the internal and external challenges and believes that
the existence of a national unity government would be a step
forward to end the existing disputes and would pave the way
to achieve a well-established strategy.

There is no doubt that it would be impossible to talk
about a national strategy or a national unity before achieving
a national reconciliation. The term of national reconciliation
here implies that both parties of division have to achieve
consensus on constants and terms of the national action
against the occupation. We can say, the term of
reconciliation is synonym with the terms of common
national strategy and national reconciliation in arrow. Thus,
we have to distinguish between the term of reconciliation the
meaning of which implies the meaning of compatibility to
participate in a Palestinian government and authority
existing under the Israeli occupation and share the interests,
and the term by which it means to join efforts to solve all the
problems of the Gaza Strip and reconstruct it only for which
it could be hard to consider it a national reconciliation
because it does not meet the requirement of national
reconciliation. The real reconciliation 1s the strategic
reconciliation of multiple tracks that places the national
unity to face the Israeli occupation by all possible means
until the establishment of an independent Palestinian state
with a capital in east Jerusalem and return of the Palestinian
refugees to their occupied lands.

The lack of consensus on supreme national goals and
constants which means the absence of strategy as well as the
difference in determining and distinguishing between friends
and enemies, emerges in the current Palestinian situation.



Importance of Reconciliation to Develop
Unified Palestinian Strategy

Prof. Ibrahim Ibrach

The term of national reconciliation in the Palestinian
political discourse has been discredited and meaningless not
because the Palestinian people do not seek achieving
reconciliation but because of the absence of the sincere
intentions of the political figures of division parties to
achieve the reconciliation on the ground. Over the past
years, the term of reconciliation was repeated, circulated and
negotiated much between the parties of political division on
one hand and between the parties of division and mediators
who tried much but failed several times to completely bridge
the gaps between the parties of division. After all that, a real
national and social reconciliation on the ground has not been
achieved till this moment. Confusion and ambiguity have
been surrounding the reconciliation process meanwhile both
parties of reconciliation always keep silent trying to hide the
real reasons that stand behind their failure to achieve
reconciliation by repeatedly making statements over their
intention to achieve reconciliation sometimes and holding
the other party of reconciliation responsible over failure to
achieve it at other times. The most obvious point, is that
reconciliation talks and meetings as well as disputes
surrounded the processes took the priority instead of the core
issues that concern the Palestinian people and their rights
such as the issue of the Israeli occupation to the Palestinian
lands, its practices on the ground and its violations against
the Palestinian people's rights and the strategies to resist it.



Dr. Mustafa Barghouthi

liberation movements in the whole world, confirmed that no liberation
can succeed without a unified movement, a unified national leadership
and a unified national strategy.

The fourth and last tool, which is very important, is the
need to support the people. I walked in Jerusalem a few days
ago and | saw the enormous suffering of our people there in
every home and every school. There are villages that Israel
wants to destroy completely, and there are villages under siege
around Ramallah and Jerusalem. There are violations of the
sovereignty of the Palestinian villages every day. These people
cannot face the occupation, the annexation attempts, or the
displacement alone. These people need to be supported in
their rights.

In conclusion, we should focus on these tools if we want to
change the situation. Without changing the balance of power, we will
be unable to get anything.

Don’t think or talk about the French initative that was raised at
the United Nations as a possible solution. Unfortunately, the French
proposal includes points that cannot be accepted by Palestinian, such
the recognition of Israel as a 'Jewish state", and the denial of the rights
of the Palestinian people, e.g. the denial of the right of return. The
French proposal is talking about the abolition of the "right of return”,
and it turns it to the "right of compensation". It means the replacement
of "return" for "compensation". Of course in this case, it is disgraceful;
no one can or should accept it. The proposal is talking about Jerusalem
as the capital of two states. This is a serious and dangerous formula. It
means that Israel will be able to remain in control of Jerusalem with all
its components.

So I warn the leadership to interact with Netanyahu
government. The only solution should be the confrontation,
resistance and working to bring it down. It would be a big
mistake to negotiate with them. Any kind of negotiations
would be used by Netanyahu government to cover its next
crimes of tomorrow.
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the use of armed resistance is primarily for self-defense. Usually the
force is used to achieve objectives, either to change the power of
balance or to prevent the changing of unbalanced power. For instance,
Israel dragged Gaza strip into war three times in the last few years, and
that is to keep Gaza weak and crippled, in order to keep on the process
of separate negotiations, both for Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

The main question is now: What are the strategies and their
instruments that we have to use in order to achieve the strategic goal
for the Palestinian national movement in the next stage? I think we can
achieve the Palestinian strategic goal in four measures and instruments:

The first instrument is the right to popular resistance, especially
in the west bank and East-Jerusalem. This kind of resistance is not new
for our people and it has been practiced since the start of building of
the separation wall 14 years ago. In my opinion, the popular resistance
is taking place in waves' mode, mostly taking the form and lines of the
Intifada. Example for that is the popular resistance practiced in
Jerusalem last year between June and July 2014. Although this kind of
resistance is has beenhappening in wave's mode, it entrenched and
affected the behavior of the society. The duty of all Palestinian factions
is to strength this resistance and to participate effectively in all
activities.

This popular resistance would have enormous success when it
comes together with the second tool. The boycott and sanctions
movement is very impressive and would hurt Israel seriously. The
movement is spreading in USA and different EU countries. Some
European companies closed their stores in Israel and withdrew their
investments. Not to forget in this regards the academic boycott to
Israel by universities and research institutes in USA, Canada and EU.

The third tool is the need for unity and an end of the political
split between Gaza strip and west bank. No party is in the position to
drop the other party or even to marginalize it. For that reason, without
a unified national leadership, we cannot achieve our goals. Our late
leader, Hiader Abdelshafi, demanded more than 15 years ago, before
he passed away, a unified national leadership. Would we have done it,
we would not have experienced the political split between Gaza and
West bank.
But I can assure and prove that all experiences of all the national



Towards a Unified National Program

Dr. Mustafa Barghouthi’

Unfortunately we, the Palestinians, often get caught up in each
other, and we do not follow-up with the occupation issue in a proper
way. This must be our daily cause, focusing on how we face it, how to
stand against the radicalism of the right-wing Israeli society, and how
we can achieve the goals of our people, in light of the increasing
isolation that we face. Thus, there are basic concepts that have to be
brought back in front of our eyes:

The most important point is related to the negotiations. Why
should we keep this option as the only option? Obviously, after 21
years have passed since the signing of the Oslo agreement, we should
wake up and start realizing that during all this time Israel used the
agreement to complete its Zionist expanding project in the West Bank
and Jerusalem. It was very clear, due the difference of balance of
power, that the negotiations between the both parties wouldn’t have
produced anything for the benefit of the Palestinian people.

In this case, the strategic goal should be, at first, to change the
balance of power. Changing the balance of power can be done in two
ways only: 1) either rejecting and boycotting Israel in all forms, or
using resistance in all its forms.

I think that the unbalance of power between the Palestinians and
Israel cannot be changed without mobilizing all possible formats of
resistance. Of course, when I talk about resistance, there are different
forms of resistance; there are popular, armed, and political resistances
... etc. I think, in our current circumstances, and i all circumstances,

*Head of Palestine National Imitative
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