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Mr. Kamal Hammash

In case of unresponsiveness from Hamas, failure of
achieving the reconciliation, or the determination of Trump’s
administration and the Israeli government to move forward in the
implementation of their plan for economic peace and neglecting
the national and legal rights of the Palestinian people, the Central
Palestinian Council will meet. A discussion to need to be had to
take required steps to end the division and determine a program
that may bring back the conflict equation to its initial factors in
an effort to protect the inalienable rights of our people.
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Abstract

occupation and lift the unjust embargo as an introduction to
achieve a just and comprehensive peace.

The Palestinian leadership realizes that achieving the
national reconciliation represents the cornerstone to confront the
historical challenges. The Gaza committee, held in the National
Council, has developed a set of clauses. In the case that Hamas
accept these clauses, the PLO will immediately implement the
agreed-upon steps to end the division.

The agreement clauses are based on a decree that PLO is the
sole legal representative for the Palestinian people, that we have
the right to all forms of struggle, and we are free to strengthen the
national unity within the framework of the Organization
according to the Cairo Declaration of 2005. They are also based
on activating and developing the institutions of the Organization
and forming the Palestinian National Council according to the
Cairo Declaration and the Agreement of Makkah in 2006
between all factions.

The Committee has emphasized the unification of the
northern and southern provinces within the unity of the political
system and the basic law of the Palestinian Authority. In addition,
it emphasized enabling the government to take charge of all its
responsibilities under one authority, one law, and one arm,
according to the agreements sponsored by Egypt.

Moreover, the Gaza Committee has requested the president
to compel the government to end the problem of the Gaza Strip
employees' salaries and to be treated as their colleagues in the
West Bank.

In addition, the Committee has called for general elections
in Palestine to achieve a complete and national partnership in
order to achieve all our people’s goals of the establishment of an
independence Palestinian State whereby East Jerusalem is its
capital. Moreover, to confront any solution that based on
humanitarian needs like that directed to the Gaza Strip to
establish a smaller state there.
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Mr. Kamal Hammash

Manama economic conference with the attendance of Israel,
which means that the normalization timing condition was
exhausted, as is the Arab Peace Initiative. The Quartet and the
UN also consider it as a real and acceptable project for peace.

The organization leadership sees that it is essential to
confront all of the challenges of the national project and the
Palestinian legitimacy as an institution with a recognized
program by the international bodies. A main item of these
challenges 1is the continued occupation, settlement, and
Judaization of Jerusalem and the West Bank, in addition to the
painful blockade and the continued aggression against the Gaza
Strip, and the continued Palestinian division.

Because of the public declarations and other policies of the
Israeli government that don’t accept the unity between the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank, the PLO needs to arm itself with the
National and Central Councils resolutions to take steps meant to
return the Palestinian-Israeli conflict back to the first square. This
is considering that the Palestinian issue is the key for peace and
war, and prosperity in the Middle East, as recognized by the
regional and international parties.

The PLO leadership has decided to break off
communications with the American leadership and announced
that its role as a lonely mediator is over in any future peace
process or negotiations. This is unless the US administration
cancels its decision of moving the embassy and other aggressive
declarations against our people’s basic rights. This includes
Palestine’s boycott of Al-Manama conference that was sponsored
by America.

This will also include a political and diplomatic
international campaign that needs to hold an international
conference sponsored by the Security Council and the
International Quartet. The conference should be based on the
relevant international legitimacy decisions and the Arab Peace
Initiative to guarantee protection to our people from the
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PA have not stopped fulfilling all of their commitments towards
the people in the Gaza Strip that has always been presented in the
PA’s budgets and the developmental projects since the division.

In most of his speeches through the last years in the Central
and National Councils, and the regional and international
institutions, the President said: " There will be no independent
state in the Gaza Strip and no state without the Gaza Strip".
These words formed a strategic title to the organization in this
stage and an intensive extraction of the PLO strategic vision to
the future of the Gaza Strip considering it a part of a powerful
Palestinian state and a primary pillar whereby prejudicing it will
represent a step on the way of final liquidation of the Palestinian
cause.

Achieving that will be through confronting the Israel’s
evasion of its obligations, linked to the two-state solution, in
accordance with the international legitimacy decisions to achieve
a just and comprehensive peace. Also, confronting the intensive
attempts to separate the Gaza Strip through transforming it to a
humanitarian issue that affects regional countries to promote its
agendas that failed in the so-called "Arab Spring". The attempts
were by supporting Hamas to manage Gaza affairs and strengthen
its authority on the ground. As Israel and its alliances want, they
sent their mediators to hold a long-lasting truce between the Gaza
Strip and Israel bypassing the PLO. This preparation for the
liquidation of the national project under the slogan of economic
peace.

The Israeli project derived additional power from the
American administration in the “Deal of the Century” scheme. It
initiated to close the PLO office in Washington, declared moving
its embassy from Israel to Jerusalem, and ended the dispersal of
refugees issue through repatriating them in the places they have
migrated to. Moreover, they stopped the financial support to
UNRWA and the Palestinian Authority and laid the groundwork
of Netanyahu’s plan for economic peace through sponsoring Al-
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contributed to weakening the Israel’s “Peace Camp”. Peace
became further elusive after the assassination of the former
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, and the fall of Ehud Barak
after the failure of Camp David negotiations in 2000.

In Al-Agsa uprising or Intifada, Israel re-invaded the
Palestinian cities, villages and camps and destroyed the
headquarters of the PA, besieging the President Yasser Arafat
until he was martyred in 2004. Then, Abu Mazen was elected as a
president of PLO and the Palestinian Authority in 2005. In this
year, there was an Israeli one-sided withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip without any agreement.

Hamas’s readiness to participate in the Legislative Council
election in 2006 was a big step in the vision of the Palestinian
Authority and was blessed by the International Community
except USA and Israel, which imposed a painful blockade against
Gaza after Hamas won the elections and formed a government.
This contributed in escalating the internal conflict between Fatah
and Hamas who had ambitions of strengthening its power in the
security and civil institutions. Because of the failure of the
reconciliation efforts, the winning party in the election made a
coup against the government and the official institutions of the
PA by imposing coercive power by its armed forces.

The process of consolidating the division and developing its
political product has continued with support from regional
countries and declared cooperation with the Israeli Occupation.
As a result, there wasn’t any choice for the PLO leadership to
restore the unity of the Palestinian institutions and that led to the
failure of the reconciliation efforts starting from the Asraa
document of 2006 and through the agreements made in Makkah,
Cairo, Doha and the Beach.

The repeated aggression and the criminal blockade against
the Gaza Strip destroyed its resources. Reinforcing the separation
also contributed to raising the poverty rates to unprecedented
rates. All of that happened despite the fact that the PLO and the
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Abstract:

Over the course of a national, liberal and contemporary
struggle represented by establishing Palestine Liberation
Organization in 1964, and despite occupying the rest of the
Palestinian lands by Israeli occupation in 1967, the compass was
always towards Palestine. It started with the adoption of the
National Pact to the adoption of the transitional program, or the
minimum program, to establish an independent Palestinian state
on the borders of June 4, 1967, with Jerusalem as its capital.

In order to keep the isolation, and related to its
determination in refusing the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state on the Palestinian lands occupied in 1967, Israel
maintain Egyptian laws and systems in the Gaza Strip, and the
Jordanian laws and systems in the West Bank.

Because of the signing of the Oslo Accords and the
establishment of the Palestinian Authority, Hamas, who opposed
the accords, rejected the PA and started escalating its explosive
operations deep inside Israeli territory. This caused the Israeli
withdrawals from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and
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and/or the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
refugees shall extend its protection to include the Palestinian
refugees. The second one is to guarantee the financial wellbeing
of UNRWA as is in other UN agencies to reduce the risk of
politicization of its work and to reduce the risk of any
consequences of a budget deficit. In addition to fighting against
the Israeli-American policies and legislation that aim to deny the
Palestinians their rights, which is well established in international
law.
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It goes without saying that the UN has suffered from
marginalization and exclusion of the US and its hegemony,
particularly regarding the Palestinian issue, since the end of 90s.
This translated into the lack of adherence to the Security Council
and General Assembly’s resolutions that confirmed the
Palestinians’ right in having an independent state with Jerusalem
as its capital. This also led to the postponing of the right of return
of Palestinians to their homes from where they were once
expelled. All this, and the calls for stopping Israeli settlement
expansion and the rejection of Israel’s "Apartheid" system will
grant the Palestinians international immunity against any
resolutions that impose an end to the Palestinian issue or weakens
the Palestinian position in any future negotiations.

In addition, the international community takes the full legal
and moral responsibility for not having obliged Israel to
implement the international resolutions related to the Palestinian
issue. The Palestinians need to present a formal claim to the
General Assembly to withdraw its recognition of the State of
Israel, as this recognition was conditional on implementing the
General Assembly resolutions of 181 and 194, which Israel did
not comply with.

Moreover, it should not be acceptable to lessen the role of
UNRWA. It is important to reserve its role and the continuity of
its services that it offers to the Palestinian refugees. This shall be
combined with political, diplomatic, and national Palestinian
efforts with friendly countries to assist UNRWA with its budget
gap when necessary. Not only for its important humanitarian and
relief roles for Palestinians, particularly in the Gaza Strip, but
also because UNRWA is a major witness to one of the biggest
ethnic cleansing and forced migration crimes against the people
of Palestine in the 20th century.

In this regard, we deem it essential to work on providing
international protection for Palestinian refugees through working
with friendly countries along with the UN to secure two
resolutions. The first one is related to providing the UN the
competence to protect the refugees alongside its traditional tasks
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occupation especially during the current unsuitable Palestinian,
Arab and international positions, whereby there are many
changes happening in the region. It may also result in the
handover of the entire Gaza Strip to the Palestinian Authority, or
achieving reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas that does not
end Hamas’s control over the Strip but lessens it. Or perhaps, the
signing of a truce for many years that includes halting armed
resistance as a price for lifting the blockade.

As we confirm the importance of UN’s role in resolving the
Palestinian conflict, which is considered a political issue, first
and not a humanitarian issue, there is a required Palestinian role
from the Palestinian leaders and movements to support the UN’s
role. Particularly in light of the need for de-escalation in the Gaza
Strip, reconstruction and improving the humanitarian conditions.
This requires making all efforts to restore Palestinian unity in
order to guarantee comprehensive and unified strategies. It also
requires collective leadership based on a national partnership
approach to promptly hold the temporary leadership framework.
Also, it is necessary to form a government of national unity
through inclusive national dialogue, common cooperation to lift
the blockade, reconstruction, strengthening resilience of citizens,
solving electricity problems, opening the borders, unifying the
constitution, returning the rights of employees issues, facing the
occupation’s plans and aggressions, dealing with the herds of
settlers in the West Bank, the Judaization of Jerusalem, and
freeing the prisoners held by the occupation. All of that requires
an agreement on the suitable methods of resistance, when to
exercise them, and when to hold a truce that services the
Palestinian struggle. This will contribute to enhancing the
international interventions, particularly the UN organizations
roles, which support the Palestinians.
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The Political and Humanitarian Role of
the United Nations

Mr.Salah abd Al-Ati
Abstract:

In the past few years, the Gaza Strip was at the forefront of
the political and humanitarian scene because of the political and
humanitarian conditions that Gazans face. This led to increasing
the United Nations work through its different organizations and
agencies, which includes the Office of the Special Envoy of the
Secretary General of the peace process, Nickolay Mladenov, who
plays important political roles. In addition to the humanitarian
role, UN agencies (UNRWA, UNICEF, UNISCO, World Food
Organization, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs and UNDP) play an important political role in the region.
The work of the UN organizations can be divided into twofold:
The first one is related to the political aspect. The second one is
related to the humanitarian aspect that is increasing in the Gaza
Strip because of the Israeli escalation, aggression and
besiegement of the Strip, as well as, the continuation of the local
political division.

Despite the important, basic and humanitarian roles that UN
agencies play, its efforts, and the efforts of Egypt and other
countries, face several scenarios that start at Israel’s continued
disrespect of all past agreements and accords. This threatens the
collapse or internal explosion that may include some possibilities
such as the collapse of public services or a civil war. Another
scenario is an unequal military confrontation with the Israeli
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The necessity of making a change in the Palestinian and
Arabian official diplomacy and providing a unified Palestinian
and Arab strategy in the political positions.

The trend towards reinforcing a popular and institutional
networking between the Palestinian and Arab institutions and the
institutions of the European society through a clear map that is
based on the popular diplomacy.

The necessity of providing an active Palestinian and Arab
media in several foreign languages to spread the Palestinian and
Arab issues with a professional and strong media message.

Ending the Palestinian division to unify the efforts to
struggle in the sake of the Palestinian issue.

The necessity of adopting an effective policy by the
European Union that reflects its vision to the problems in the
Arab world far away from the dependency on the American
vision and the Israeli position.
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about the details of the American peace plan known as "The Deal
of the Century".

The results of the study:

The European Union disagreement on the Deal of the
Century principles and its commitment to the international
legitimacy and two-state solution.

The final European Union situation from participating in
Al-Manama conference in Bahrain is still not clear.

The European position towards the Palestinian issue is still
sub-standard despite the significant progress in it.

The failure of developing a unified European stance
towards the Palestinian issue weakens the European role.

The United States and Israel work on marginalizing the
European role because it is based on the international legitimacy
that Israel always escapes from.

Because of the division, there is not a unified Palestinian
position towards the European position, a unified and strategic
Palestinian vision and consensual political program.

The failure of developing a unified Arab position works on
attracting and reinforcing the European role as there is an Arab
division in supporting the European role and supporting the
American role.

The Study Recommendations:

The necessity of crystalizing a unified European position
towards the Palestinian issue, playing an active and effective role
in proportion with the size of European Union, seeking to take
executive steps not only making positions and adopting the
principles.

The necessity of crystalizing a unified Palestinian position
towards the European role and seeking to attract it to become
increasingly active in the Palestinian issue in terms of initiatives,
implementation and support.

Trying to crystalizing an Arab position towards the
European role and working on reinforcing the coordination and
cooperation to get benefits from the European role in supporting
the Arab issues, particularly the Palestinian issue
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Convention on East Jerusalem and all the Arab lands occupied by
Israel.

Convicting the policy of settlement in West Bank and
Jerusalem and considering the settlements illegal. In addition, the
Israeli policy of dispossessing the Palestinians and the forced
expulsion are regarded illegal acts that contravene with the
international law.

The confirmation on the principle of land for peace is the
cornerstone in the political settlement and rejecting the Israeli
position that diffuses the concept of security for peace.

The European Union is content to confirm its position
without making any real pressure on the American administration
and Israel to respect the international legality. Therefore, the
European Union stops its commitment to the general principles of
the European policy without looking for a real proactive or
leading role to exceed, or even parallel with, the American role.

It is worth mentioning that the American encroachment
demands a proactive position from the European Union to
reinforce the basic principles of the international law instead of
the law of the jungle, which the American administration tries to
impose in the international relations. In addition, it demands
fostering the European role in sponsoring the peace process and it
should not be left in the hands of the American administration
that is completely biased to the Israeli position. Nevertheless, it is
thought that the European Union will not exceed the diplomatic
rejection to take a firm position towards the risks of this deal.

The European Union’s position towards the Manama
Conference is not clear so far, albeit it seems it does not support
holding the conference, as there was not an invitation to the
European Union to attend it.

Ha'aretz Hebrew newspaper published that Jared Kushner,
the Advisor of the American President, has traveled from London
to Brussels on June &, 2019, where he met Jean-Claude Juncker,
the European Commission President, and Federica Mogherini,
the European Union Foreign Affair Minister, to inform them
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The European Union position from the Deal
of the Century Project
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Abstract:

Over the last year, it seems that the European Union kept
silent until the outline of the American plan is revealed. Its
position gradually appeared with rejecting the Deal of the
Century. The European side is based on a political unified speech
and declaration that calls for commitment to the international law
that confirms the illegality of settlements and the political
solution is making negotiations that lead to two-states.

The dominant European positions from the settlement
process can be summarized in the following points:

Any balanced and fair settlement for the Arab and Israeli
conflict will not be achieved until establishing an independent
Palestinian state with recognition of Palestinian legal rights;
primarily the right to self-determination.

The FEuropean Union is committed to the essential
participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization in the peace
negotiations considering it as the legal and only representative for
the people of Palestine.

The commitment to the text of resolution 242 in the
Security Council that rejects the Israeli sovereignty on East
Jerusalem and annexing the land of others by force. Particularly,
the confirmation on the applicability of the Fourth Geneva
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(The Resolution) so that it will service in transforming the
conflict to a conflict management process.

To check out these hypotheses, this paper is divided in the

following parts:

16

The concept of the Deal of the Century. (Principles
and Utilization)

The United States and the policy of conflict
management between Palestine and Israel.

The approach of transforming the Palestinian and
Israeli conflict.

Transformation with necropolitics.

Failure to transform, stepping back to the
management, self-deception.

Resolution and required policies.



Abstract

response to the Israeli requirement, which is not thinking about
any kind of deals.

In fact, it is preferable to call the current American policy as
a conflict transformation plan, not the deal of the century.
Understanding this policy should be by considering two terms:
conflict management and conflict transformation and these two
terms lead to a third one, which is conflict resolution. In light of
these four terms, the Deal, the Transformation, the Management
and the Resolution, reviewing the American politics can explain
the real aims of the current American policy towards the
Palestinian issue.

The idea of conflict transformation is related to a school of
conflict resolution, which is based on neglecting the main issue
and working on making economic, social, cultural and
intellectual transformations that change the priorities of the
conflicting parties or one of them until they withdraw from the
main issue.

This 1dea or school, however, i1s associated with another
important idea to understand the Israeli and American politics,
which is evident in some cases, especially the Gaza Strip, that is
based on the so-called subsistence policies or necropolitics. It
means providing a Palestinian with the bare minimum that keeps
him alive but also weak and, in addition, to reduce his inclination
towards revolution. Therefore, the required thing is a Palestinian
authority that does not collapse but stays weak. Moreover, Gaza
is required to be separated from the West Bank and the Palestine
Liberation Organization, so that Hamas does not collapse and is
not strong at the same time.

According to the above, the hypothesis for this basic paper
is:

There is no relation between the current American policy,
Donald Trump Management Policy, and the concept of “The
Deal". Alternatively, Donald Trump’s management policy
reflects turning the conflict away from the concept of the Deal
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American Politics and the Consequences
of the Deal of the Century towards the
Palestinian Issue
The Deal of the Century—-between Conflict

Management and Transformation
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Abstract

In Arabic literature, especially in the political press,
commentary and statements, the term of "the deal of the century"
was first publicized in April 2017. Later in the future, the politics
of this term can be viewed as one of the biggest plans and
methods to not only cover on implementing politics as a reality,
but to make historical changes in defining the Palestinian issue.

The American President Donald Trump has even started
using the term “The Deal” before taking an official status. Since
the end of 2016, at least, the Israeli government and the Lobby
groups in the United States have talked about the need for
preventing "The Deal" idea as it means reaching to a
comprehensive agreement. That was difficult and unwanted as it
means that the Israeli government must offer something to make
an agreement.

A research shows that Israeli opinion, since the early 70s,
say that the required thing is taking steps individually, but not
deals. Therefore, the American politics in Jerusalem regarding
UNWRA can be seen as a form of these incremental steps.
Delaying making "The Deal" repeatedly can be seen as a
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be able to single out the West Bank, all while keeping
the southern front with Gaza quiet.

Any observer of the Israeli steps and procedures towards the
Gaza Strip in the last five years will note that, in addition to
restoring a military force deterrent, Israel tries hard to eliminate
the representation of the Palestinian Authority of the Gaza Strip.
This is done through indirect talks with Hamas via the Qatari and
Egyptian intermediates and sometimes with the United Nations’
representative Nickolay Mladenov. Seemingly, it has succeeded
as the last political representation of the Palestinian Authority for
the Gaza Strip against Israel was in 2014 when Azzam Al-
Ahmad, a member of the Central Committee of Fatah Movement,
headed the delegation for peace talks in Cairo.

It seems that Israeli visions towards the Gaza Strip are
heading toward a compromise with Hamas as a de facto power in
Gaza. The apparent headline for this compromise is reaching a
ceasefire in order to improve the economic and living conditions
for Gazans. However, the sequence of events on the ground, and
the declared public positions and statements, indicate that Israel
has adopted a new policy that works on furthering the division
between the Palestinian political factions to reach a complete
separation in order to achieve its final objective of destroying the
Palestinian national project and liquidating the Palestinian issue.
Israel is developing tools and proposing resolutions to deal with
each territory individually referencing different visions. This is
part of Israel’s “conflict management” strategy. In other words,
Israel’s current vision is that the Gaza Strip, with its problems
and complexities, shall be booted out of the political conflict with
the Palestinians in order to single out the West Bank, which faces
Israeli pretention and ambitions. Israel has a clear vision in their
agenda to annex settlement blocs in the West Bank, take over the
Jordan Valley, and provide self-government for the Palestinian
residential areas. This will be coupled with the elimination of any
possibility to include the issues of Jerusalem and Palestinian
refugees in any future negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians in the future.
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with its population, and as a part of Israel’s “conflict
management” strategy, the withdrawal was in itself a message.
The Israeli message was to say that in essence, "If we are not able
to keep occupying you nor are we able to make peace with you,
then the best option for us is taking a unilateral step to define our
borders and our interests as well".

Since then and for a brief while, Israel has been treating the
Gaza Strip as a security issue that further developed into a
security and political issue aimed at "neutralizing the Gaza Strip
from a political and security perspective" in order to single out
the West Bank.

After the accession to power by the right-wing in Israel in
2009, this strategy has become more evident. The Israeli
governments have taken some steps to consecrate the Palestinian
political division, considering it an excellent opportunity to
impose permanent resolutions that are in line with the Israeli
vision or, at the very least, to manage the conflict comfortably
with two separated territories ruled by two different authorities
and with tools that suit each individual territory. The Israeli
security and political vision towards the Gaza Strip is based on
one main principal and several pillars. The main principal is
Israel’s need to settle the Palestinian problem including the Gaza
Strip issue in a way that reflects the superior power of Israel that
guarantees its security and vital interests. The main pillars are:

1- A primary Israeli position towards the Gaza Strip as a

dilapidated and dangerous people and economy.

2- Adopting a “conflict management” strategy with the
aim of not ending the conflict and avoiding all military
confrontation that will may change the status quo.

3- Consecrating the political and geographical isolation
between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip while
keeping the Gaza Strip besieged and weak, and setting
up different political references for each territory.

4- Reaching the critical phase of expelling Gaza from the
cycle of conflict with regard to the Palestinian issue to
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Cause
Dr. Khaled Shaban

Mr. Jamal Al-Baba

Abstract:

Over decades of Israeli occupation of the Gaza Strip, Israeli
vision and positions have shown an absence of a political and
security insight to deal with the Gaza Strip. Generally, the
majority of these visions and positions have not shown any Israeli
ambitions in the Gaza Strip. Even biblically, the Jewish religion
does not give any biblical importance to the Gaza Strip apart
from the initial statements of Ben-Gurion who called for
annexing the Gaza Strip after deporting its residents to El-Arish
in the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt.

Most of the Israeli positions confirm that the Gaza Strip
represents a security and demographic problem for Israel who
tried hard during the last twenty years to find a way eradicate this
burden. The Oslo Accords in 1993 was the first Israeli step aimed
at getting rid of this population mass through handing over the
security and management control of Gaza to the Palestinian
Authority.

After Al-Agsa uprising in 2000, and under the stalled peace
process and the increased military work by the Palestinian armed
factions, Israel took a unilateral decision to disengage and
withdraw from the Gaza Strip. This was a right-wing vision
aimed at managing the conflict. This step confirmed that the
strategy of “conflict management” is prevailing in the political
and strategic thought of the ruling wing-right parties in Israel.
The withdrawal was an expression of security, ethical and
demographical risks that Israel was facing. The continuing
occupation of Gaza, the difficulty of reaching a peace agreement
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The most important tools that Qatar use to create influence
are the soft power, Al-Jazeera and information technology,
economic investment, directed political money, and alliance with
political Islamic groups and resistance movements. The most
significant conclusion is that GCC’s role, particularly Qatar,
towards the conflict has many determinants. The GCC’s need for
American protection in the region pushed them to be become
American tools in the region! (Part of the American strategy)
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The Qatari position towards the Palestinian issue has been
determined in two ways: The first one is the traditional support to
"The first Arab Issue". The second one is the Qatari desire to be
an influential regional player that requires a good relation with
Israel, American protection and independence from the Saudi and
Egyptian roles. The new Qatari administration has realized the
importance of "Investment" in the Palestinian scene (arena) to
achieve the goals of its foreign affairs. This investment took
several forms and carried contradictory goals.

Currently, Qatar has exceptional influence in Palestine
(both West Bank and Gaza), more than some regional powers
that have traditional historical importance and weight. This
influence did not come suddenly; it has been reinforced over
many years through different tools (Al-Jazeera, financial support,
playing the mediation role) and particularly as some call it,
"recruiting Hamas".

Qatar has developed relations with Israel for two reasons:
Attracting the American attention and gathering influential cards
in the regional balances game among major players. These
relations form, for Qatar, a conformed independence in the
Arabian scene and an economic edge (selling natural gas,
accessing advanced technology, etc.) in accordance with its
commitment to the American strategy in the region.

Qatar is beneficial for the American and Israeli policies in
the regions. It is taming the resistance movements, preventing the
worsening of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, disrupting the
Palestinian reconciliation efforts, using it as a scarecrow in the
face of the moderate Arab countries, helping accelerating
Trump’s plan for peace in the Middle East, limiting the
maneuverability of Iran, and its influence on the resistance
movements.
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economic track of the “Peace” plan, which Trump’s
administration has managed, and postpones the political plan.

Netanyahu adopted the “Economic Peace” idea, which is
accredited to Shimon Peres. The plan has the approval of the
Arabs and particularly GCC countries who are ready to
participate in implementing and financing it. They would also
pressure other stakeholder to agree to the idea, particularly the
Palestinians.

Israel is happier with the dynamics and implications
generated by the plan than with the plan itself. Netanyahu builds
his policy on the basis that the Gulf countries will see Israel as a
valuable partner for technological, finance, defense, and
intelligence. Moreover, normalization with Israel will protect and
reinforce GCC’s relationship with the United States. In spite of
some obstacles here and there, it is predictable that these relations
will continue and strengthen even further.

Since 1995, the external role of Qatar has been rising as it
got benefits from its enormous wealth (Natural Gas), the
consequences of Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the regression of the
Saudi role, and the weakness of the Egyptian regime. In addition,
Qatar has compensated for its geographical and demographical
weaknesses by adopting other strategies such as media, financial
investment, alliances with great powers, and regional mediation.
One of the interpretive theories for the rising role of Qatar is that
the US, since the Second Gulf Crisis, has sought to change the
map in the Middle East to another one that is compatible with its
interests so it needed some tools to achieve that. In this context, it
was allowed for Qatar to play influential regional roles and
American military bases were built in Qatar!



Between Financial Support and the
Political Influence
The Role of Gulf Countries

(Qatar)

Eng. Tayseer Mohaisen

This paper offers a reading in the Gulf Cooperation
Council’s role in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and takes Qatar
as a model.

Since the establishment of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), the Palestinian-Israeli conflict was present in its agenda.
However, in the last few years, it seems that there is a significant
shift in the perspectives displayed in GCC’s summits towards this
conflict. Over the period from 1948 until the Second Gulf Crisis
in 1991, the role of gulf countries and the GCC was mere verbal
condemnations and appeals without taking any practical steps
towards the Palestinian cause; apart from absorbing migrants,
allowing Palestinian workers to work in their countries, offering
financial support, and launching political initiatives. Recently
however, there was a surge in the gulf countries’ readiness to the
official and collective recognition of Israel. This started first as a
number of confidential communications, expanding to technical
cooperation, and rushing towards normalization.

After 2011, a new political geography emerged and
reformed the lines of conflict, confrontation, and alliance in the
area. Iran represents a common threat to the GCC and Israel, and
the hence, the Palestinians are left in the back, no longer a
priority!  Al-Manama conference is held to publicize the
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Towards the Israeli side:

1- Egypt should be cautious when it deals with the Israeli
side in the current time with regard to the Gaza Strip in general
and the reconciliation efforts in particular. Egypt should give
attention to the following:

a. Not to be drawn to the current Israeli claims where they
pretend they want to provide facilities to the Gaza Strip to
prevent the explosion of the current situation in the Strip (the talk
is about real operating procedures), because most of these
facilities lift the responsibility of Israel towards the Strip and the
effects of their blockade.

b. To respond to any international proposals that
redistribute the humanitarian, political and strategic roles in the
Gaza Strip. All within the Egyptian efforts that aim at the
convergence of views between Fatah and Hamas.

c. The necessity to resolve the situation from Israel,
especially its frequent attacks against the Strip without entering
direct military confrontations to test the pulse of the Palestinian
factions. This action may affect the paths of the Egyptian efforts
in the next phase and may discredit them.

Egypt should directly refuse holding any Israeli-Egyptian
meetings at this time to avoid any spread of rumors that Egypt is
executing an undeclared role. (The Egyptian role is clear and
declared towards the upcoming American project).
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reaching interim agreement (not to become involved in a time-
bound plan again unless the Palestinian side agrees to it).

b. Egypt should not go into certain details that still
represent an issue for both sides like the arms of Hamas and the
other factions, and the regional commitments of the Gaza Strip. It
is kind of difficulty for each one of them to abandon the pressure
tools until they achieve a final agreement and it’s futile to put
them at this time as well. Though, some issues can be discussed
like the calling for lifting the procedures implemented by the
Palestinian Authority towards the Gaza Strip and providing some
facilities to the Gaza Strip residents  with international
participation, not only Egyptian. (Developing the ideas of the
Egyptian draft).

c. Achieving any agreement should not be hastily in order
to affirm the political Egyptian presence in the Strip.

d. If the initial steps of the reconciliation are successful, an
official Egyptian document can be declared in which Egypt can
determine the principles of its move in the Palestinian cause in a
comprehensive way in the next period.

4- In this context, the Egyptian efforts should not do the
following:

a. Achieving any agreement with any part without prior and
good analysis and study. In this regard, it may not be beneficial to
accept any Israeli or international proposal to undertake the
responsibilities of managing Gaza’s affairs, not even for some
phases.

b. Not to respond to any proposal that calls for any specific
faction to undertake the responsibility with an intent to frustrate
the current Egyptian efforts in the Strip.

c. Not to enter into tensions about Gaza with the Qataris,
Turks, or Iranians, because these parties play different roles (aids,
grants, etc.)
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c. Enlisting the support of Islamic Jihad and utilizing its
role in the current efforts of finding a compromise.

d. Conducting bilateral meetings should not be held hastily
(for a while) as the indirect negotiation will suffice until the
positions of both factions are made clear for all stakeholders.
This shall include work on stabilizing the truce in the Gaza Strip,
building an understanding related to the humanitarian conditions
in the Strip, and maintaining the efforts achieved in earlier
phases.

3- Specific warnings: Generally, there are many possible
warning signs in the Egyptian movements towards the Palestinian
and Israeli sides as follows:

Towards the Palestinians:

1- It is necessary to note that the President Mahmoud Abbas
is currently making efforts to reach an international strategy, not
Arab, through the UE and UN countries in order to renew the
system of the International Quartet.

2- The Proposal: Having continuous dealings with the
President Mahmoud Abbas through the formal communications
is important and required. Also, it’s important to declare a
support plan and a directed Egyptian support through the
Egyptian delegation in the UN (before the September session of
the General Assembly) as the Palestinian side needs a real
defender, seen in Egypt, that may not be possible with any other
Arab delegation. Accordingly, working through this case in the
next period to prevent any country like Turkey, Qatar and Jordan
seeking to take over this role from taking it.

3- The Egyptian dealing with the Palestinian factions
requires the following:

a. The Palestinian side must be held responsible for
achieving the current rapprochements and moving from the
continued declaration about the reconciliation plan to achieving
initial rapprochement and leaving the two parties to work on

4
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The Egyptian efforts have come back again to resume the
efforts towards the Palestinian reconciliation between Fatah and
Hamas parties. This requires a redefinition of the Egyptian goals
and priorities at this time on the understanding that achieving
complete reconciliation needs time and it is necessary to focus on
some urgent Palestinian-Egyptian priorities while continuing
managing the negotiations between Fatah and Hamas.

1- The Objective:  Perhaps, the political and strategic
objectives of the Egyptian efforts to achieve Palestinian
reconciliation are managing the dispute between the two factions,
coordinating with Hamas for security considerations, the fear that
some regional stakeholders may get involved again in the
reconciliation, and preparing for any sudden American move to
impose a determined settlement plan. (The exact objective is an
important factor that determines the nature of dealings)

2- The nature of the role: Determining the functions of the
current Egyptian role in resuming the connections between Fatah
and Hamas may be significant and as follows:

a. Concentrating primarily on Fatah and Hamas considering
they are the direct partners that have a presence in Gaza, and
whose roles are still impactful until an agreement is reached.

b. Fatah should not be ignored, at least in the current time,
as the Palestinian Authority has the international legitimacy.
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